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Abstract 

The general aim of this dissertation is to examine how and why a small and 

unimportant football club in Hamburg‟s harbour area was transformed into one of 

the pre-eminent symbols of the German left.  

Mirroring the global expansion of the sport, there has been a glut of 

sociological and historical writing on football in recent years. However, in English 

at least, little has been written on the FC St. Pauli outside of articles in football 

magazines and fanzines. This dissertation is an attempt to redress this and to 

properly contextualise the fans and their actions in terms of the history of the St. 

Pauli quarter and the recent history of the German left. 

Information on the club and its supporters was gleaned in the main from 

German language sources and interviews made with a cross section of fans and 

participants in the aforementioned events. This information was then related back 

to the history of the quarter to explain the social and historical milieu the fans 

emerged from and worked within. Whilst sympathetic to the broad functionalist 

view that a small group of fans created a fan culture that allowed them to convey 

their own political ideas to a new audience, the lack of evidence of any grand plan 

illustrates the importance of circumstance to historical events. A unique and 

coincidental combination of factors, such as the politicisation of a small clique of 

young people through punk music and anti-nuclear protests, a reaction against an 

emergent far right and the physical space that emerged through depopulation and 

allowed the creation of an alternative infrastructure, coincided with a revival in 

interest in football through more commercialised coverage. 



vii 

All of this meant that the events outlined in this work could not have 

occurred at any other time or in any other place. It also showed the commercial 

value of such forms of rebellion, not only for the club but also for landlords and 

entrepreneurs who have benefitted from the gentrification of St. Pauli started by 

these fans. 
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Introduction 

Das Herz von St. Pauli, 

Das ist meine Heimat, 

In Hamburg, da bin ich zu Haus. 

 

Der Hafen, 

Die Lichter, 

Die Sehnsucht begleitet, 

Das Schiff in die Ferne hinaus. 

 

Das Herz von St. Pauli, 

Das ruft dich zurück, 

Denn dort an der Elbe, 

Da wartet dein Glück. 

 

Das Herz von St. Pauli, 

Das ist meine Heimat, 

In Hamburg...in Hamburg, da bin ich zu Haus...1 

FC St. Pauli2, the self proclaimed ‟Kiez Club‟, are like the harbour quarter of 

Hamburg they originate from, renowned throughout Germany. A 2003 survey by 

the sports marketing firm UFA, reckoned that some eleven million Germans 

                                                           
1
 Hans Albers, „Das Herz von St. Pauli‟, Auf Der Reeperbahn Nachts Um Halb Eins, 

(EastWest Germany, 2004).  

2
 Although more commonly known as „Sankt Pauli‟ or just „St. Pauli‟, the official title of the 

club is „FC St. Pauli-Hamburg.‟ However, throughout this dissertation I will refer to the club 
as „FC St. Pauli‟ and the quarter they originate from as „St. Pauli‟.  
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„identify‟ with the club3, placing it second in terms of brand recognition only to the 

„largest‟ club in Germany, Bayern München.4  

 This is unusual because for most of their history, FC St. Pauli were a 

relatively obscure club playing in the shadow of their cross-city rivals Hamburger 

SV (HSV). They have never enjoyed the success of other clubs like Bayern 

München or 1.FC Nürnberg, who are still known as „Der Club‟ on account of their 

dominance of the formative stages of German football, nor have they fielded 

aesthetes such as Gerd Müller or Franz Beckenbauer. Furthermore, they have 

never adopted an artistic style comparable to Schalke 04‟s „Schalker Kreisel‟ 

(„spinning top‟) or the „no holds barred attacking football‟5 of Borussia 

Mönchengladbach‟s side of the 1970s that was, in Holger Jenrich‟s words, „a 

continuation of political change through footballing means.‟6   

 In contrast, since their conception in 1910, FC St. Pauli have only played in 

the Bundesliga7 on seven occasions and managed a solitary appearance in the 

semi-final of the DFB-Pokal8 (2006). HSV on the other hand are the only club to 

have played continuously in the top-flight and since 1945 have won eighteen 

                                                           

3
 Heise Online, „Mobilcom sponsert FC St. Pauli‟, 30 July 2003. [consulted at 

http://www.heise.de/newsticker/Mobilcom-sponsert-FC-St-Pauli--/meldung/39041 (31 May 
2009)]. 

4
 Based on the fact that there are more than 2,000 FC Bayern Fan Clubs worldwide, 

including over 132,000 registered FC Bayern Fans. Other clubs such as Schalke 04 can 
claim 75,000 members. Bayern München, „Fan Clubs‟. [consulted at http://www.fcbayern.t-
home.de/en/company/club/fanclubs/index.php (30 June 2009)]. 

5
 Ulrich Hesse-Lichtenberger, Tor! The Story of German Football (London, 2002), p. 207. 

6
 Cited in Hesse-Lichtenberger, Tor!, p. 213. 

7
 The German First Division. 

8
 The German FA Cup. 

http://www.heise.de/newsticker/Mobilcom-sponsert-FC-St-Pauli--/meldung/39041
http://www.heise.de/newsticker/Mobilcom-sponsert-FC-St-Pauli--/meldung/39041
http://www.fcbayern.t-home.de/en/company/club/fanclubs/index.php
http://www.fcbayern.t-home.de/en/company/club/fanclubs/index.php
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Championship titles9, the European Cup (1983), the European Cup Winners Cup 

(1977) and fielded cult players such as Kevin Keegan and Uwe Seeler. Similarly, 

whereas HSV play in the 57,274 capacity, UEFA Five Star Volksparkstadion, FC 

St. Pauli continue to play in the 20,725 Millerntor-Stadion which despite the recent 

addition of a new south stand, still seats fans in a temporary stand built twenty 

years ago. 

 By 1981, FC St. Pauli‟s attendance average had fallen to 1,600 and the 

club seemed destined to be heading, like their neighbours Altona 93 (a founder 

member of the Deutscher Fußball-Bund, DFB), to the amateur leagues. However, 

between 1986 and 1991 the team not only played in the Bundesliga but attracted 

an entirely new group of supporters who „combined their enthusiasm for the 

passionate and impetuous style of the team with left wing politics and in doing so 

developed a completely new conception of themselves as fans.‟10 These fans, 

essentially politically active members of Hamburg‟s punk and Autonomen scenes, 

transformed this unremarkable club into a „Kult‟ that has become a totem for the 

alternative left across Germany. Jock Stein, the former manager of Glasgow 

Celtic, famously said that „football without fans is nothing‟11 and it is these fans 

who not only created an alternative fan culture, but by also making each game an 

„event‟ where the action on the terraces is as important as play on the pitch, made 

real the rhetoric of the Situationist International. Indeed, in the words of the former 

                                                           

9
 Comprising regional and national titles. 

10
 René Martens, „Here to Stay with St. Pauli‟, in Mark Perryman (ed.) Hooligan Wars, 

Causes and Effects of Football Violence (Edinburgh, 2001), p. 179. 

11
 Cited in Richard Witzig, The Global Art of Soccer, (New Orleans, 2006), p. 77. 
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manager of SC Freiburg, Volker Finke, the Millerntor now serves to „give room to 

the other, whatever that other might be‟.12 

 This dissertation then is an attempt to explain how and why these changes 

occurred and will seek to explain how a series of social, economic and political 

circumstances came together to enable this small group of politically motivated 

fans to first adopt, then create, a fan culture in their own image. It is also based on 

the belief that football is a cultural phenomenon worthy of serious historical study 

as every club has its own myths and cultural symbols that both serve to shape the 

identity of its fans and act in return as a vehicle upon which fans can project their 

hopes and aspirations.  

 Therefore as football is a place where daily life meets personal and social 

history, it is more than just a game. Indeed, as Thompson and Young argue in 

German Football; History, Culture, Society, football in Germany provides more of a 

focus for debates over identity and the way in which they are constructed and 

represented than perhaps any other country in Europe.13 For example, they argue 

that West Germany‟s victory in the 1954 World Cup, as amateur underdogs 

against a Hungarian side widely acknowledged to have been one of the greatest 

of all time, played a significant role in securing the postwar ideological foundation 

of the Federal Republic.14 

  Thompson and Young also argue that clubs have historical resonance and 

contrast the popular affection for clubs such as Schalke 04 and 1.FC Nürnberg, 
                                                           

12
 Martens, „Here to Stay with St. Pauli‟, p. 183. 

13
 Alan Tomlinson and Christopher Young, ‟Preface‟, in Alan Tomlinson and Christopher 

Young (eds) German Football; History, Culture, Society (London, 2006), pp. xi-xiv. 

14
 Alan Tomlinson and Christopher Young, ‟Preface‟, in Alan Tomlinson and Christopher 

Young (eds) German Football; History, Culture, Society (London, 2006), pp. xiii. 
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which are seen as embodying traditional forms of regional and class identities, 

with the widespread loathing of Bayern München which, as „FC Hollywood‟, is 

seen as the exemplification of unbridled commercialism. Whether this is true is 

debatable; Hesse-Lichtenberger‟s Tor!15 has largely demolished the myth that 

Bayern during the 1970s was part of the „establishment‟16 and Schalke 04 are by 

no means a „proletarian‟ club as in the 1920s they were supported by a mining 

company that organised „scab‟ unions. Schalke were also one of the first clubs to 

exclude Jewish members and both Fritz Szepan and Ernst Kuzorra were NSDAP 

members who benefited from the Aryanisation of Jewish property.17  

 These examples illustrate how football is a powerful medium for the 

creation of myth and identity and in the context of the Third Reich for instance, a 

„Fußballhistoriker-Streit‟ has emerged that reflects the „Historikerstreit‟ of the 

1980s. Prompted by Simon Kuper‟s Ajax, The Dutch, The War18 which 

deconstructed the myth of Dutch resistance by examining the manner in which 

sports clubs voluntarily embraced their German occupiers, the Fußballhistoriker-

Streit began with Nils Havemann‟s Fussball Unterm Hakenkreuz; Der DFB 

Zwischen Sport, Politik und Kommerz19, a work that examined the role of the DFB 

during the Nazi era. Mirroring the functionalism of his mentor Klaus Hildebrand, 

Havemann concluded that for „most of the time, most DFB members contributed to 

                                                           

15
 Ulrich Hesse-Lichtenberger, Tor! The Story of German Football (London, 2002). 

16
 Hesse-Lichtenberger, Tor!, pp. 202-224. 

17
 Oliver Bock, co-editor of Der Übersteiger fanzine, interview with the author, 7 June 2009. 

Except for obvious corrections, I have repeated all the interviewee‟s statements verbatim. 

18
 Simon Kuper, Ajax, The Dutch, The War; Football in Europe During the Second World 

War, (London, 2003). 

19
 Nils Havemann, Fussball Unterm Hakenkreuz; Der DFB Zwischen Sport, Politik und 

Kommerz (Frankfurt am Main, 2005). 
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the stability of Nazi power through thoughtlessness, ignorance, opportunism or 

professional ambition‟ and that beyond an initial enthusiasm for the Nazi regime, 

the DFB had „no defined ideology for most of the time‟.20 In Havemann‟s view, as 

the DFB‟s pre-eminence as guardians of the amateur game was under threat from 

clubs and owners who wanted to professionalise football, their decison to support 

the Nazis was purely pragmatic as they too were similarly opposed to any 

widespread changes in the status of the sport. As many of those calling for 

professionalism were also Jewish, Havemann also believes it was expedient for 

the DFB to voluntarily expel Jewish members in April 1933 and whilst he admits 

that this was their „biggest sin‟, he also argues that this was in line with 

contemporary scapegoating of Jews as „Geldversessene Kapitalisten‟ („money 

grabbing capitalists‟), even by those on the left.21 

 A seminar held at the Schwabenakademie Irsee in February 2006 saw 

Havemann‟s funcionalist interpretation, his association with Hildebrand and the 

fact that he had been paid by the DFB to conduct its official history challenged by 

Lorenz Peiffer and Dietrich Schulze-Marmeling.22 Their subsequent anthology 

Hakenkreuz und Rundes Leder: Fußball im Nationalsozialismus23 includes 

                                                           

20
 Malte Oberschelp, „Anbiederung an die Nazis; Interview mit Nils Havemann‟, Spiegel 

Online, 27 September 2005. [consulted at 
http://www.spiegel.de/sport/fussball/0,1518,375871,00.html, (31 May 2009)]. 

21
 Ibid. 

22
 Bernd Reichelt, „Fußball im Nationalsozialismus‟, published on H-Soz-u-Kult, 24 

February 2009. [consulted at http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/rezensionen/2009-1-
157.pdf (1 June 2009)]. 

23
 Lorenz Peiffer and Dietrich Schulze-Marmeling (eds), Hakenkreuz und Rundes Leder: 

Fußball im Nationalsozialismus (Göttingen, 2008). 

http://www.spiegel.de/sport/fussball/0,1518,375871,00.html
http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/rezensionen/2009-1-157.pdf
http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/rezensionen/2009-1-157.pdf
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contributions from Stefan Zwicker,24 Michael John25 and Matthias Marschik26 who 

all argue that the DFB was an active and willing participant in the Nazis 

assumption of power, not only in Germany but also in occupied territories such as 

Austria. One of the contributors at the seminar, Hubert Dwertmann, also makes 

the point that Felix Linnemann, DFB President between 1925 and 1945, joined the 

SS in 1940, became head of the Kriminalpolizeileitstelle (Police HQ) in Hanover 

and was responsible for rounding up Sinti and Roma.27 

 Following these national studies, research has been conducted into the 

record of individual clubs and specific books on TSV 1860 München28 (Anton 

Löffelmeier‟s Die Löwen unterm Hakenkreuz: Der TSV von 1860 München im 

Nationalsozialismus) and Hertha BSC29 (Daniel Koerfer‟s Hertha unter dem 

Hakenkreuz-Ein Berliner Fußballclub im Dritten Reich) both appeared in May 

2009, the latter showing for instance that Hertha‟s social democrat President 

Wilhelm Wernicke continued to play a key role in the club despite his political 

                                                           

24
 Stefan Zwicker, ‘Fußball in den Böhmischen Ländern‟, in Lorenz Peiffer and Dietrich 

Schulze-Marmeling (eds), Hakenkreuz und rundes Leder: Fußball im Nationalsozialismus 
(Göttingen, 2008), pp. 223-234. 

25 
Michael John, „Donaufußball und Ostmarkpolitik: Fußballstile und Nationale Identitäten‟, 

in Lorenz Peiffer and Dietrich Schulze-Marmeling (eds), Hakenkreuz und rundes Leder: 
Fußball im Nationalsozialismus (Göttingen, 2008), pp. 206-223 

26
 Matthias Marschik, „Die Wiener KlubFußball, 1938 bis 1945‟, in Lorenz Peiffer and 

Dietrich Schulze-Marmeling (eds), Hakenkreuz und rundes Leder: Fußball im 
Nationalsozialismus (Göttingen, 2008), pp. 448-456 

27
 Cited in Martin Krauss, „Wir lassen lesen - Der Historikerstreit ist aufm Platz‟, Die 

Tageszeitung, 29 July 2008, p. 19. [consulted at 
http://www.taz.de/1/leben/buch/artikel/1/der-historikerstreit-is-aufm-platz/ (30 May 2009)]. 

28
 Anton Löffelmeier, Die Löwen unterm Hakenkreuz: Der TSV von 1860 München im 

Nationalsozialismus (Göttingen, 2009). 

29
 Daniel Koerfer, Hertha unter dem Hakenkreuz-Ein Berliner Fußballclub im Dritten Reich, 

(Göttingen, 2009). 

http://www.taz.de/1/leben/buch/artikel/1/der-historikerstreit-is-aufm-platz/
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affiliations.30 Similarly, Markwart Herzog, who presided over the 

Schwabenakademie seminar, has witten a history of 1.FC Kaiserslautern (Der 

‘Betze’ unterm Hakenkreuz. Der 1.FC Kaiserslautern in der Zeit des 

Nationalsozialismus, Göttingen, 2006) illustrating that the club did not rush to 

embrace the Nazis, having flown black-red-gold flags at their stadium during the 

Weimar Republic and even had a player who was a member of the 

Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands (German Communist Party - KPD).31 In June 

2007, HSV also held an exhibition on its role during the Third Reich that attracted 

over 80,000 visitors.32  

 FC St. Pauli have long recognised the need to evaluate their role under 

Nazism. Between 1970 and 1998 the official name of the Millerntor was the 

„Wilhelm-Koch-Stadion‟ in recognition of the former Club President who directed 

the club from 1931 to 1945 and then from 1947 to his death in 1969. However, 

given that Koch was a member of the NSDAP between 1937 and 1945, a 

members motion was brought forward at the 1997 Annual General Meeting 

proposing that the stadium be renamed and an investigation be carried out into his 

activities during the Third Reich. The club employed Frank Bajohr, Senior 

Researcher at the Forschungsstelle für Zeitgeschichte in Hamburg33 to conduct 

this research and whilst Bajohr concluded that Koch „was not an ideologically 

                                                           

30
 Ibid., p. 31. 

31
 Markwart Herzog, Der ‘Betze’ unterm Hakenkreuz. Der 1.FC Kaiserslautern in der Zeit 

des Nationalsozialismus, (Göttingen, 2006).p. 19. 

32
 Hamburger SV, „HSV-Museum Verlängert Sonderausstellung‟, 21 August 2008. 

[consulted at http://www.hsv-hshnordbank-
arena.de/de/museum/news_aus_dem_museum/262.html (31 May 2009)]. 

33
 Author of „Aryanisation in Hamburg: the Economic Exclusion of Jews and the 

Confiscation of their Property in Nazi Germany’ (Oxford, 2002). 

http://www.hsv-hshnordbank-arena.de/de/museum/news_aus_dem_museum/262.html
http://www.hsv-hshnordbank-arena.de/de/museum/news_aus_dem_museum/262.html
http://www.hsv-hshnordbank-arena.de/de/museum/news_aus_dem_museum/262.html
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convinced Nazi, nor was he active in terms of party politics‟,34 after intense debate 

the club reverted back to using „the Millerntor‟ as the official title of the stadium. 

Furthermore, the new Südkurve includes a plaque dedicated to two Jewish former 

members as well as a memorial stone to commemorate the victims of fascism.   

 This dissertation is not intended to be a history of FC St. Pauli but rather 

an exploration into how the quarter‟s distinct social and political history led to the 

creation of a uniquely political football fan culture. Football does not exist in a self-

sealed bubble and clubs, players and fans all have a cultural, political and 

personal context. Whilst other German cities have similar bohemian quarters, such 

as Munich‟s Schwabing and Berlin‟s Kreuzberg, St. Pauli‟s history, married to a 

set of very specific circumstances, meant that the events outlined in this work 

simply could not have happened anywhere else.  

 Given the cultural and political impact of these politicised fans, and the 

interest in football generally, there is surprisingly little source material on this 

subject available in English. Whilst football is now an area of serious sociological, 

anthropological and cultural study, historical research has often been confined to 

club histories or player biographies and little formal attention has been given to 

supporters. An „International Bibliography of Football History‟ that appeared in 

Historical Social Research/Historische Sozialforschung in 2006 lists ninety three 

academic books and articles on German football history, the majority of which deal 

with a relatively narrow set of subjects such as the role of football in the GDR and 

the pre-Nazi Arbeiter-Turn-und-Sportbund (Workers Gymnastics and Sports 

                                                           

34
 Frank Bajohr cited on the official FC St. Pauli website, „A stadium makes history‟. 

[consulted at 
http://www.fcstpauli.com/staticsite/staticsite.php?menuid=1082&topmenu=1074&keepmen
u=inactive (31 May 2009)]. 

http://www.fcstpauli.com/staticsite/staticsite.php?menuid=1082&topmenu=1074&keepmenu=inactive
http://www.fcstpauli.com/staticsite/staticsite.php?menuid=1082&topmenu=1074&keepmenu=inactive
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Association - ATSB).35 One British attempt at constructing a „fan history‟, Tom 

Watt‟s The End, is a collection of oral histories of fans at Arsenal‟s North Bank that 

concentrated on match day experiences rather than linking them to contemporary 

social and historical events, such as the post war flight to the suburbs and 

analysing how this may have affected identity and behaviour.36  

 Where information on FC St. Pauli does exist, it is overwhelmingly in 

German. Apart from intermittent articles in British football magazines and fanzines, 

I have come across a single „academic‟ English language article, namely René 

Martens‟ article „Here To Stay With St. Pauli‟ in Mark Perryman‟s Hooligan Wars, 

Causes And Effects of Football Violence.37 Consequently I am confident that I 

have exhausted all the available published source material on this subject. 

 Information then has come from two main areas. Firstly, I have used 

Martens‟ histories of the club and its stadium, namely, Wunder Gibt Es Immer 

Wieder; Die Geschichte des FC St. Pauli and Niemand Siegt Am Millerntor; Die 

Geschichte des Legendären St. Pauli Stadions38 to construct a general narrative of 

the club and its fans. For the period 1986-1991, more detailed information was 

gleaned from the „official‟ history of the St. Pauli Fanladen, 15 Jahre Fanladen St. 

Pauli, 20 Jahre Politik Im Stadion, produced to commemorate its fifteenth 

                                                           

35
 Christiane Eisenberg, „International Bibliography of Football History‟, Historical Social 

Research, 31 (2006), pp. 170-208. [consulted at http://hsr-trans.zhsf.uni-
koeln.de/hsrretro/docs/artikel/hsr/hsr2006_696.pdf (14 July 2009)]. 

36
 Tom Watt, The End: 80 years of life on Arsenal's North Bank, (London, 1995). 

37
 Martens, „Here to Stay with St. Pauli‟, pp. 179-190. 

38
 Niemand Siegt Am Millerntor; Die Geschichte des Legendären St. Pauli Stadions 
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anniversary in 200539. These sources are somewhat problematic as they are 

sympathetic to the political fans and promulgate the „myth‟ of FC St. Pauli as a 

„Kult‟ club. Consequently, I have attempted to cross refer and verify the main 

events through extensive use of the online archives of the Hamburger Abendblatt, 

Der Spiegel and Die Tageszeitung. This range of newspapers and journals were 

chosen to provide a semblance of political balance and particularly in the case of 

the Hamburger Abendblatt, provide contemporary reportage on local events.  

 Problems also arise with subjects such as the Hafenstraße squats and the 

Autonomist movement as interpretations of events still depend on the political 

persuasion of both author and reader. For every sympathetic report of squatters 

trying to create an alternative lifestyle in the face of „state oppression‟, there are 

other reports of violence and deliberately provocative behaviour. Whether one 

sees the Autonomists as anti-social nihilists more akin to Rote Armee Fraktion  

(RAF) terrorists than part of a progressive St. Pauli tradition extending back to the 

dockside riots of the 1890s will depend on individual interpretation. What is clear is 

that despite the entry of former radicals such as Joschka Fischer into national 

government, the contracts signed between the squatters and local authority to 

normalise their residency and the general decline in such far left activities, 

sympathy with and understanding of their aims and tactics are still highly 

subjective. 
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 Sven Brux, Thorsten Fischer, Thomas Glöy, Christian Hencke, Raphael Kansky, Maik 

Krükemeier, Bernd Ladiges, Frank Peters, Heiko Schesselmann (eds), 15 Jahre Fanladen 
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 However I will attempt to show that as the active fans40 were the product of 

very particular localised political circumstances, the milieu of the quarter means 

that parallels can be made with other radical social movements throughout St. 

Pauli‟s history. That said, I can find no clear reason why members of Hamburg‟s 

radical left decided to start attending matches at the Millerntor. There is certainly 

no evidence of any grand plan to create a club in their own image and instead the 

simplest explanation is that radicals first started attending the Millerntor because 

they simply enjoyed football and what followed evolved out of a series of very 

specific, local events. 

 Secondly, further information was gathered during four study visits to 

Hamburg made between August 2008 and June 2009. This included visits to the 

„St. Pauli Archiv‟ that houses literature on the quarter as well as an extensive 

photograph and press cutting collection. As the archive also collects oral histories, 

offers study tours and has published a number of books on the history of the 

quarter, the specialist knowledge of its staff and its material was invaluable. 

 I also conducted interviews with a range of FC St. Pauli fans, chosen to 

represent a cross section of active fans and participants in these events. These 

included Stefan Schatz, one of the full time co-ordinators of the FC St. Pauli 

Fanladen, Oliver Bock and Christoph Groedke, both of whom are closely involved 

in the Der Übersteiger fanzine (the successor to the Millerntor Roar! or MR!) and 

members of the „Veteranen‟ fan club who congregate in the Nordkurve, the 

traditional „end‟ for home fans and the oldest established fan group at the club. 

                                                           

40
 I have used this term throughout to describe those political fans who started to attend 

games at the Millerntor around 1986 and were responsible for the subsequent events 
outlined in this dissertation. 
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Most importantly of all, I was able to interview the key architect of these events, 

Sven Brux.  

 Born in Brühl in 1966, Brux moved to Hamburg in 1986 to be part of the 

punk scene and was active in „Fishcore‟, a group which organised Punk and 

Hardcore gigs in the „Störtebeker‟ Club in the Hafenstraße. His participation in the 

squatting scene that morphed into the original „Black Block‟ of Autonomen fans, 

his involvement in the campaign against the proposed Sport-Dome and 

membership of the group that established MR! meant he was a natural choice to 

establish and develop the FC St. Pauli Fanladen. During the 1990s, Brux 

established the „Bündnis Aktiver Fußball Fans‟ („League of Active Football Fans‟ -

BAFF), a national network of alternative fans and is now employed by the club to 

handle match day organisation, security and press. Therefore he is able to speak 

authoritatively on all aspects of the changes at the club and as a long time St. 

Pauli resident, Brux has also witnessed the quarter change from a declining 

working class area to a vibrant, gentrified „urban village.‟ Whilst Brux sees more 

middle class fans at matches, he also believes that it will take an awful lot more 

gentrification before FC St. Pauli becomes just another normal football team.41 

 Finally, contemporary sources were used, such as back issues of MR! and 

the 1991 MR! film ‘...Und Ich Weiß, Warum Ich Hier Steh'.42 Self produced by the 

active fans, the film records events on the terraces throughout the 1990/1991 

season, interviewing a range of „old‟ and „new‟ fans. Although naturally 

sympathetic towards the new, alternative fans, it does offer an insight into the 
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gradual evolution of fan culture towards an anti-fascist and anti-corporate 

hegemony as well as the views of a range of local residents. 

 Whilst these testimonies have to be contextualised and due regard given to 

each individual‟s knowledge and personal perspective, what was striking was the 

lack of difference in the narrative provided by these interviewees. Despite my 

attempts to discover evidence of tension between the original fans and the political 

newcomers, the overall narrative that emerged was consistent with the accepted 

„myth‟ of the club. 

 However I am conscious that the evidence presented in this dissertation is 

heavily reliant upon the narrative of the active fans. As an outsider to the fan 

scene, my attempts to interview „old‟ fans were limited to members of the 

Veteranen who appeared happy to promulgate the „myth‟. There is very little 

documented evidence of how this group perceived the changes to their club, 

despite the fact that they helped keep FC St. Pauli alive in the dark days of the 

1980s and provided a direct link to the old working class charactersitic of the 

quarter. Whilst I was unable to directly access this group, I have nonetheless 

sought to represent all perspectives throughout this work.  

 As a result of this research, this dissertation is formed of two sections. In 

order to give some context to the events between 1986 and 1991, the first section 

is a general history of the quarter including an overview of the club from its 

conception in the 1860s to the mid-1980s. As the Süddeutsche Zeitung has 

written, „St. Pauli is a kind of endless loop of the hope for a better life‟43 and whilst 

it has undergone fundamental structural and demographic changes over the past 
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 Ralf Wiegand, „Eine Heiße Ecke für Hoffnungen; Hamburg-St. Pauli: Rotlicht-Mythos, 
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April 2006, p. 3. 
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century, its central identity as „der Kiez‟, an entertainment and red light district with 

its own distinct character, remains intact. Despite widespread gentrification, the 

stereotype of St. Pauli as a tough, proletarian but essentially warm hearted quarter 

as portrayed in Hans Albers films such as „Große Freiheit Nr.7‟ remains intact.44 

 However, the quarter is more than just the Reeperbahn and the 

Hafenstraße. In Death in Hamburg; Society and Politics in the Cholera Years, 

Richard J. Evans describes Hamburg as the „cradle‟ of the German labour 

movement and argues that the poverty and employment structures of its harbour 

quarters gave its working class a distinctly „proletarian‟ nature with high levels of 

class consciousness and political activity.45 Similarly, the „Alltagsgeschichte‟ of 

Michael Grüttner‟s research into workers‟ culture and dockworkers strikes and 

organisations, focussing on the casual labourers and their „culture of poverty‟,46 re-

evaluated a section of the working class that had been dismissed by historians 

such as Werner Klugmann as „lumpenproletarians‟.47 These works, augmented by 

Anthony McElligott‟s research into neighbouring Altona, such as Contested City: 

Municipal Politics and the Rise of Nazism in Altona, 1917-193748, paint a picture of 
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a socially varied but politically active quarter that despite its post-war decline 

maintained its identity. However, both René Martens49 and Tom Mathar, a 

participant in an ethnographic survey of FC St. Pauli carried out by Hamburg 

University‟s Institut für Volkskunde50, agree that, as the club itself was born out of 

the more bourgeois north of the quarter, it had little support amongst St. Pauli‟s 

working class, who until 1933 tended to follow other clubs, including those in the 

ATSB or „Kampfgemeinschaft für Rote Sporteinheit‟ (Communist Sports 

Association - Rot-Sport). Given the club‟s origin in the more affluent north of the 

quarter and its nationalist sympathies, there is an ironic contrast to its current, anti-

establishment status. Furthermore, as large sections of the working class moved 

out to the suburbs after the 1950s, both authors argue that it took the influx of 

new, largely politicised residents during the early 1980s to replenish the links 

between club and local community, and in doing so helped reinvigorate St. Pauli 

itself. 

The second section deals solely with the period from 1986 to 1991 and 

examines how and why these events occurred. There does not appear to be any 

general dispute over the events themselves, although given the political nature of 

these fans, there is debate on their motivations and intentions. This sceptism is 

not only confined to fans from other clubs who deride such FC St. Pauli supporters 

as „Mode Fans‟ more concerned with creating their own myth than following 

events on the pitch. For instance, MR! folded in 1993 following differences over 

the future direction of the fanzine and Brux talks of a split between „Realos‟ and 

„Fundis‟ amongst FC St. Pauli fans reflecting the debates within the Green Party, 
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with Realos prepared to embrace and work within the structures of the club and 

Fundis rejecting such collaborations as a sell out.51  

 Overall, Martens describes these events as a „small victory in the 

otherwise not very successful history of the West German far left‟52 and although 

deep seated differences of opinion remain amongst fans over topics such as the 

commercialisation of the FC St. Pauli „brand‟ and whether football violence is 

justifiable if directed against the far right, this small group of fans have had an 

effect on German popular culture that extends far beyond the Millerntor. Whether 

this effect is reflective of significant social changes or is simply a way for the club 

to generate additional income warrants further study and analysis. 
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Chapter 1 - An Introduction to St. Pauli. 

Founded in 808, Hamburg is Germany‟s second city. Home to over 1.7m people, 

Hamburg is both an economic powerhouse, occupying first place in the 

Bertelsmann Foundation‟s state ranking53 and the most prosperous region of 

Germany with average monthly earnings of €3,484 compared to €3,104 

nationally.54 To paraphrase Richard J. Evans, „of all the bourgeois virtues present 

in Hamburg, none is more striking to outsiders than its industriousness‟,55 and 

today Hamburg is a prosperous metropolis that has successfully diversified its 

economy into modern sectors such as aerospace, pharmaceuticals and the media 

whilst retaining its pre-eminence as a commercial port. Despite being sixty eight 

miles inland, Hamburg is not only Germany‟s principle window to the world but is 

also the main access point to the global market for the landlocked nations of 

central Europe. 

 Administratively, the city comprises seven Bezirke (boroughs) which 

themselves are divided into 105 Stadtteile (quarters). The Stadtteile of St. Pauli, in 

the Bezirk of Hamburg-Mitte, is located to the immediate west of the Neustadt, 

Hamburg‟s city centre and at its very heart is „Der Kiez‟, the red light district 

centred on the Reeperbahn and adjacent streets such as Hans-Albers-Platz, 
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Grosse Freiheit, Hamburger Berg and Herbertstraße. The quarter also comprises 

sub-districts such as Sternschanze and Karolinenviertel and in 2007 the 

population of St. Pauli was 27,706.56 

 However whilst Hamburg is known for its prosperity, St. Pauli is the third-

poorest quarter in the city57 with eighty per cent of children living in poverty.58 It 

has a population density almost five times that of the city as a whole59 and over 

nine per cent of residents are unemployed. Seventeen per cent rely on welfare 

payments and some thirty per cent are classified as being „foreign‟, double the rate 

for the city as a whole.60 In the words of Hamburg‟s former Interior Senator, Udo 

Nagel, „the Reeperbahn is the biggest centre of crime in Hamburg‟61 and overall 

crime rates are four times the city average62, with violent crime nine times the 

average.63   

                                                           

56
 „Statistisches Amt für Hamburg und Schleswig-Holstein; Bevölkerung insgesamt‟, 

Statistikamt Nord. [consulted at http://www.statistik-nord.de/fileadmin/regional/regional.php 
(27 September 2008)]. 

57
 Horst Kaindlbinder und Helga Prühlinger, „Sozialraum-Stadtteil St. Pauli‟, ADEBAR-

Familienprojekt St. Pauli. [consulted at http://hamburg.fh-
linz.at/hamburg/Texte/12_gwa_adebar.htm (11 November 2008)]. 

58
 Ibid. 

59
 10,427 per km2 compared to 2,271. „Hamburger Stadtteil-Profile 2005; Stadteill St. 

Pauli‟, Statistikamt Nord, 2005. [consulted at 
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/pro
file/stpauli.htm (30 September 2008)]. 

60
 Ibid. 

61
 Annette Langer, „Hamburg Plans St. Pauli Security Cameras‟, Spiegel Online 

International, 9 August 2005. [consulted at 
http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,373710,00.html (14 November 2008)]. 

62
 621 crimes per 1,000 of the population compared to 152 for the city. ‘Hamburger 

Stadtteil-Profile 2005; Stadteill St. Pauli‟, Statistikamt Nord, 2005. [consulted at 
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/pro
file/stpauli.htm (30 September 2008)]. 

63
 43 per 1,000 of the population compared to 5 for the city. Ibid. 

http://www.statistik-nord.de/fileadmin/regional/regional.php
http://hamburg.fh-linz.at/hamburg/Texte/12_gwa_adebar.htm
http://hamburg.fh-linz.at/hamburg/Texte/12_gwa_adebar.htm
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm
http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,373710,00.html
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm
http://fhh1.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/behoerde_fuer_inneres/statistisches_landesamt/profile/stpauli.htm


20 

 The tangible difference in wealth between St. Pauli and the rest of 

Hamburg reflects both the history of the quarter and its ambiguous relationship 

with the city.  

The Early History of St. Pauli 

Originally referred to as „Hamburger Berg‟ as it comprised high ground on the 

north bank of the Elbe, St. Pauli was „founded‟ in 1247 with the construction of a 

Cistercian monastery near to today‟s Pepermölenbek. As this was outside of the 

city‟s defensive walls, until the seventeenth century the quarter remained thinly 

populated save for members of religious orders and small bands of river pirates. In 

1616, the Hamburg Senate ordered that the Hamburger Berg be levelled to 

provide material for an improved defensive wall as well to create a glacis (located 

at today‟s Heiligengeistfeld) to allow artillery to have a clear line of fire to the West. 

Therefore permanent settlements were initially prohibited but over the course of 

the seventeenth century, the Hamburg Senate encouraged trades that were 

unwelcome within the city because of their noise, smell or pollution to relocate to 

the Hamburger Berg. An example was rope makers who, unable to find long, 

straight, uninterrupted runs of land required to manufacture maritime rope within 

the city walls, were allowed onto the Hamburger Berg in 1633, creating today‟s 

Reeperbahn. So that these tradesmen could enter Hamburg, a gate was built into 

the city wall in 1626.64 Called the Millerntor, this was located near to FC St. Pauli‟s 

current stadium of the same name and in Zur ‘Heimat’ des FC St. Pauli, Tom 

Mathar argues that its location outside the city and industrial economy has given 

St. Pauli a distinct sense of place and identity. Indeed, he argues that residents 
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still refer to „going up to‟ or „living on‟ St. Pauli rather than living in it and commonly 

see themselves as „outsiders‟ and „underdogs‟.65 

 By 1680 the quarter had 2,000 inhabitants66, mostly congregated near the 

Elbe, and in 1682 a new church was built dedicated to St Paul. Although this was 

destroyed along with nearly all the buildings in the quarter during the Danish siege 

of Hamburg in 1686, St. Pauli was rebuilt over the course of the eighteenth 

century until it was again levelled by Napoleonic troops in January 1814. Once 

reconstruction began after 1820, settlements expanded northwards and by 1833 

had grown to such an extent that the right to sit in the Hamburg Convention was 

extended to all qualified citizens. Finally in 1836, the Millerntor was opened 

permanently to allow access to the city and in 1838 the quarter was formally 

renamed „St. Pauli‟ after its church.67  

The Shaping of St. Pauli and Birth of ‘Der Kiez’ 

 The main cause of this expansion was the development of the quarter as 

an alternative landing point for ships wanting to dock in the city‟s harbour. In 1816, 

the city authorities, concerned that it could start a fire amongst the city‟s masted 

fleet, prevented the British steamship „The Lady of the Lake‟ from entering the 

harbour and she was instead forced to land at the nearby „Beim Jonas‟, location of 

the modern day Landungsbrücken. Over the course of the next half century, piers 

were built to both fuel steamships with coal and offload cargo which in turn led to a 

boom in lodgings, taverns, and inns to cater for sailors on shore leave. The 

                                                           

65
 Ibid., p. 138. 

66
 Ibid., p. 139. 

67
 Ibid., p. 140. 



22 

change in the quarter can be seen by the fact that by 1838, St. Pauli‟s population 

had reached 10,988 and the quarter had thirteen dance halls compared to ten in 

Hamburg itself. Over the course of the nineteenth century the Reeperbahn was 

transformed into the „most famous street in Germany‟ becoming alive at night with 

food stalls, taverns and music halls.68 But it was prostitution that was to give St. 

Pauli its notoriety. Being outside the city, the trade had always been a feature of 

the quarter and at the end of the eighteenth century, Hamburg chronicler Jonas 

Ludwig von Hess wrote that St. Pauli was where „the strong raw sailor enjoys the 

highest pleasures known to man‟.69 The first law prohibiting the trade was passed 

in 1732 but had failed to curb the activity and after 1809, prostitutes were required 

to register themselves. By 1834 St. Pauli had eighteen brothels with 120 

prostitutes centred on modern day Davidstraße; by 1890 there were twenty 

brothels in Herbertstraße alone.70 

 Whilst harbour related trades such as carpentry, rope making and 

warehousing were major sources of employment in St. Pauli, shipyards such as 

HC Stülcken (founded 1840), Blohm and Voss (1877) and Norderwerft (1906) 

enhanced the proletarian nature of the quarter and shipyard workers even 

developed their own specific dialect, „Kedelkloppersprook‟, to make themselves 

heard above the din of the yards. Although the shipyards were located on the 

south side of the Elbe in Steinwerder, the opening of the St. Pauli Elbe Tunnel in 
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1911 made these easily accessible and so there was a stark contrast emerging 

between the mercantile, bourgeois city and the resoundly working class St. Pauli.  

‘Respectable’ St. Pauli and the Formation of the HStPTV 

In 1842, a serious fire destroyed significant parts of central Hamburg forcing 

thousands to seek alternative housing and some 20,000 moved into St. Pauli, 

creating severe overcrowding and slum conditions.71 In response, the northern 

part of St. Pauli was developed into the new suburbs of Karolinenviertel and 

Schanzenviertel which were purposely designed to attract wealthier residents from 

other parts of Hamburg rather than poorer, economic migrants to the city. New 

streets were built with grand, five-story tenement buildings and „respectable‟ 

theatres such as the Tivoli Theatre on Schulterblatt.72 St. Pauli therefore consisted 

of a proletarian „south‟ and a wealthier „north‟ and it was in this more prosperous 

north that the Hamburg-St. Pauli Turnverein (St. Pauli Gymnastics Club - HStPTV) 

was formed on 1 April 1862.73 As one of the hundreds of gymnastics associations 

that appeared across Germany between 1847 and 1877, the HStPTV had a dual 

purpose. First, it was intensely nationalist, it‟s raison d‟être being to rectify the 

national humiliation caused at the hands of Napoleon by „creating the perfect 

German, physically prepared for life and war‟.74 From the outset, the HStPTV had 

a distinctly military flavour. It allowed its hall to be used for military exercises and 

in November 1863 organised a „great war game‟ for irregulars wishing to fight the 
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Danes in Schleswig-Holstein.75 As neighbouring Altona was, until 1864, under 

Danish jurisdiction, these activities were banned by the Hamburg police.76 

 Secondly, as the HStPTV was open to anyone prepared to pay a small fee, 

it represented a freedom of association synonymous with liberalism.77 Indeed, the 

Turnverein movement had been closely linked with the 1848 Revolution and its 

founder, Friedrich Ludwig Jahn, elected to the Frankfurt Parliament. Therefore, the 

HStPTV was simultaneously nationalist and liberal, and complimented other 

overtly political clubs such as the St. Pauli Bürgervereine, Hamburg‟s first Citizen‟s 

Club, that was created in 1843 and became „a major centre of opposition to the 

existing system of government and the domination of the great merchant 

families‟.78 However, as both clubs were bourgeois in membership and nature, 

Mathar argues that the HStPTV was never truly representative of the proletarian 

nature of the quarter.79  

Working Class Life in St. Pauli 

 By the time St. Pauli was finally, formally incorporated into Hamburg in 

1894, its population had reached 76,00080, a consequence of the urbanisation and 

industrialisation that was occurring throughout Germany. By 1870, more than forty 
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per cent of Hamburg‟s population had been born outside of the city81 and 

overcrowding in St. Pauli was further accelerated by specific, local factors such as 

the opening of the city gates in 1860, the abolition of guild controls in 1865 and the 

decision in the 1880s to build a free port at the southern end of the Altstadt.82 The 

construction of the port alone resulted in 24,000 persons losing their homes with 

no attempt made to find them alternative accommodation, and as most of these 

were unskilled dockworkers that had to be on hand to work at short notice, they 

had to find accommodation in the immediate vicinity.83 That St. Pauli could sustain 

this huge amount was only possible through the practice of Schlafgängerwesen, or 

„hot bedding‟, in which working class tenants who could not afford their own 

apartments sub-let beds by the hour. Thirty one per cent of St. Pauli households 

took in lodgers in 1890.84  

 Daily life for the Hamburg working class at the time was therefore an 

unremitting struggle against penury. Richard J. Evans gives the example of the 

expenditure recorded by a dock worker‟s wife who was asked by her Church to 

write down details of her family‟s expenditure over an eighteen week period in 

1898. Her husband had a permanent, well paid job in the harbour and earned 24 

Marks a week, from which 15 Pfennigs was deducted to meet insurance costs. His 

wife worked part time in a clothes shop and instead of being paid a wage, was 

allowed to take home clothing for their eight children aged between eighteen 

months and thirteen years. The eldest child worked and brought in 1 Mark a week, 

meaning that the family‟s total annual income was 1,290 Marks a year and so 
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placed the family in the upper sections of the working class. However over twenty 

per cent of their income went on paying rent and the father existed on 1 Mark 50 

Pfennigs a week „pocket money‟ which was used to buy lunch. Nothing was spent 

on alcohol or leisure activities and when the parents had to buy shoes or clothes 

for themselves, they had to pawn some of their furniture.85   

 Their diet consisted mainly of bread, potatoes and coffee with fish, fruit, 

oats and milk being additional extras. Whilst „beefsteak‟, made from cheap minced 

horsemeat was occasionally on their menu, meat was only eaten on Sundays and 

then weighed scarcely more than a pound, meaning that the children had barely a 

mouthful each. As the long term effects of such a meagre and protein deficient diet 

were bound to weaken resistance to infection, illness would have significantly 

affected the family‟s ability to pay its bills. Whilst the family remained healthy 

during this period, they still slipped into debt by the third week of each month and 

at the end of the study were some 20 Marks behind on their rent.86 

 Hamburg‟s entry into the Zollverein (German Customs Union) in 1888 saw 

import tariffs placed on grain and foodstuffs that pushed food prices up further. 

Evans estimates that the cost of coffee and butter rose by fifty per cent in 1888 

and average rents for a working class dwelling were 222 Marks a year, up from 

192 Marks five years earlier.87 Wages did not rise accordingly and the opening of 

the new Altstadt port largely resulted in only more unskilled, seasonal and casual 

jobs. Fifty seven per cent of Hamburgers in 1890 earned less than 800 Marks per 

annum and in total, almost seventy per cent of the working population fell below 
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the poverty line.88 Consequently, Michael Grüttner has argued that pilfering 

foodstuffs and coal from the harbour was seen by workers both as a right and a 

survival tactic, having the added effect of cementing class solidarity.89  

‘The Capital of German Socialism’ 

In 1892, cholera spread through the city and within six weeks had claimed 10,000 

lives, with the highest mortality rate in the dockside slums.90 The Senate‟s inability 

to deal with the outbreak exposed its shortcomings as a bourgeois, amateur 

administration preoccupied with little more than promoting free trade and boosted 

the emergent Socialist opposition. Socialist societies had first appeared in 

Hamburg in 1844 when radical journeymen founded the Arbeiter-Bildungsverein 

(Educational Association for Workers) and in 1875 the city was described by 

August Bebel as „the capital of German socialism‟ on account of the steady rise in 

support for the Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (Social Democratic Party 

- SPD).91 However Evans argues that as the SPD drew  its support primarily from 

permanent skilled workers, the party viewed the presence of large numbers of 

casual and unskilled labourers with suspicion as they threatened to undermine 

their relative superiority in the labour market. For example, the SPD supported the 

clearance of the dockside slums and shared the general aversion to the disorderly 

nature of its inhabitants, measuring its political seriousness against their „theft, 

prostitution, illegitimacy, drunkeness, unemployment, causal violence and 
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occasional mass insurrections‟.92 The SPD was also reformist, accepting „the 

powerful hegemonic ideology developed and propagated at every opportunity by 

the mercantile grand bourgeoisie‟ without debate.93 There was little of the 

radicalism displayed by sister branches in cities such as Bremen or Düsseldorf, 

especially in industrial disputes which grew in number and intensity towards the 

end of the nineteenth century. Between 1888 and 1890 over thirty strikes and lock 

outs were recorded in the harbour alone,94 and the SPD often distanced itself from 

unofficial action like the November 1896-February 1897 dock strike, or even sided 

with employers when wild cat strikes were led by unorganised casual port 

labourers.95 Similarly, although the SPD organised the first political general strike 

in Germany in 1906 in response to the  Senate‟s plan to limit the number of 

working class voters, it was quick to distance itself from the associated riots of 

„Red Wednesday‟, describing its dockside participants as „lumpenproletarians who 

had nothing to do with the organized labour movement‟.96  

 The SPD‟s consistent, undeviating reformism therefore alienated a 

significant section of the dockside working class who simply ignored attempts to 

restrain them. Weinhauer argues that unskilled workers such as stevedores were 

militant not only because they worked in the worst conditions on a casual basis, 

but also because they worked in small groups that had a more egalitarian 
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structure and a strong sense of collective identity.97 Pubs also played a key role in 

socialisation, especially as casual labourers were often hired inside tavens and 

were expected to bribe gang masters with drink. In 1890 Karl Kautsky described 

pubs as: 

 The sole bulwark of the proletarian's political freedom ... In Germany the 

 tavern is the only place where the lower classes can congregate and discuss 

 their common problems. Without the tavern the German proletarian has not 

 only no social, but also no political life. If control of the taverns were to pass 

 from their hands the cohesion of the proletariat would be broken... (they) 

 would be reduced to a mass of atoms, disconnected and consequently 

 incapable of resistance.98  

The Spread of ‘the English Disease’ 

Politics was also played out in sport. From the 1860s onwards, the „English‟ sports 

of rugby and football became popular in Germany99 and the first recorded football 

clubs in Hamburg, Cito and Excelsior, were established in 1877 playing their 

games on the Heiligengeistfeld.100 In 1888 Hamburger FC was founded, the first 

club in the city to play to the formal rules of the English Football Association and 
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as this team is still in existence in the guise of HSV101, Hamburg can rightfully 

claim to be one of the birthplaces of football in Germany. In May 1903, the city 

hosted the first German championship final (between FC Prag and VfB Leipzig) in 

front of 2,000 spectators.102 

 However football was dismissed by the establishment as an elitist, 

individualistic affair devoid of any ethical or philosophical worth.103 Consequently 

until the 1890s football remained an underground game, derided as „the English 

disease‟104 and only became a mass sport after it was adopted by the urban 

working classes. According to Hesse-Lichtenberger, „most workers had little time 

for elaborate socialising in clubs and no use for gymnastic drills‟ but football was 

cheap, had simple rules, did not require elaborate equipment, and could be played 

in streets and workplaces.105
 The lifting of the Socialist Law in 1890 accelerated 

the spread of the game as it was much easier for workers to congregate and 

establish their own clubs106 and so football took off in two directions; in a 

„respectable‟ way with the establishment of clubs and associations (the 

Norddeutscher Fußballverband (North German Football Association - NFV) and 

organised Hamburg league appeared in 1894) and in a distinctly proletarian way 
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with the establishment of the ATSB in 1893 as a counter movement to the 

bourgeois Turnverein.107 Workers formed clubs such as SC Lorbeer 06, SC Hansa 

10/11 and Fichte St. Pauli who all competed in the ATSB leagues and until 1933 

attracted significant crowds and players. For example, dockworker Erwin Seeler, 

father of future German international Uwe Seeler, was a key player for SC Lorbeer 

06, winning the ATSB championship in 1929 and 1931.108 

 Football first came to the HStPTV in August 1899 when club member 

Franz Reese formed a „gaming and sports department‟ to experiment with sports 

like volleyball and football on the Heiligengeistfeld.109 In November 1906, the 

department asked members to form an informal team to play competitive matches, 

the first of which were two games against Schwimmverein Aegir the following 

summer.110 In March 1909, HStPTV member Amandus Wierth introduced the 

team‟s distinctive brown and white strip111 and on 22 April 1910 the team was 

admitted to both the NFV and the Hamburg League, as „St. Pauli TV‟, participating 
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in its „1 C Klasse‟ or Third Division. On 15 May 1910 a specific football section 

within the gaming and sports department was founded, a date since adopted by 

FC St. Pauli as signifying their official foundation.112 The club reached the 

Hamburg First Division in 1919 and bought a plot of land on the Heiligengeistfeld 

to develop into their own permanent home.113 Whilst St. Pauli TV spent the early 

1920s fluctuating between the First and Second Divisions, the sporting and games 

section gradually attracted more members than the gymnastics section so that on 

5 May 1924, members split away from the HStPTV to form „FC St. Pauli‟ as a new, 

separate entity, volunteering to do so before they were expelled by the 

Turnverein.114 

 However, it is important to note that before 1933, FC St. Pauli was a 

largely bourgeois club and politically minded workers in the quarter were more 

likely to be members or supporters of the ATSB clubs who played their games on 

adjacent pitches on the Heiligengeistfeld.115 Indeed, in 1935, FC St. Pauli claimed 

in its twenty-fifth anniversary year book that players from workers clubs such as 

Komet Blankenese and Billstedt Horn would deliberately foul and kick FC St. Pauli 

players they saw as being right wing.116 
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Politics During The Weimar Republic 

Following the Great War, Hamburg again became a centre of social and political 

unrest and on 5 November 1918 revolution broke out in the city taking the leaders 

of the established labour movement by surprise. Whilst the Workers Republic 

proclaimed in front of 40,000 workers, sailors and soldiers on the Heiligengeistfeld 

on 6 November proved to be shortlived, the events sharpened  the divisions in the 

labour movement as the SPD again demonstrated a willingness to embrace the 

existing structures.117 For instance in March 1919, the SPD finally won an absolute 

majority in Senatorial elections but instead of forming an administration entirely 

from its own ranks, it instead invited Werner von Melle, a representative of one of 

the old Senatorial families, to be Erster Bürgermeister (Mayor) and gave the chair 

of the Finance Deputation to a merchant on the grounds that the city‟s financial 

interests would be best controlled by those responsible for commerce and trade.118 

This did little to soothe industrial unrest and between 1919 and 1932, there were 

twenty major strikes in the harbour, five led by SPD unions, seven by Communist 

unions and eight spontaneous walkouts.119  

 Strikes were usually sparked by abysmal working conditions. The Blohm 

and Voss shipyards for instance were known as the „Die Knochenmühle‟ („the 

Bone Mill‟)120 and during 1929, 1,707 accidents were recorded there alone.121 As 
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Weinhauer explains, despite the fact that Communist strikes were „first and 

foremost political actions that were called without any regard for the deteriorating 

economic situation or the balance of power between employers and 

employees‟,122 throughout the Weimar Republic the KPD succeeded in building a 

power base in the harbour, gaining votes from the SPD.  

Figure One: Percentage of Vote Won by SPD and KPD in St. Pauli in 
Local and National Elections, 1919 – 1932 

 

Data taken from Table 23.1 in Weinhauer, „Dock Labour in Hamburg‟, p. 514 and Table 5 
in Richard A. Comfort, Revolutionary Hamburg (Stanford, 1966) pp. 184 -185. 

Hamburg was also home to prominent Communists like Ernst Thälmann, 

Hugo Urbahns and Etkar André and in October 1923, the KPD launched another 

failed uprising. In June 1925 the „Rote Marine‟, the maritime section of „Der Rote 

Frontkämpferbund‟ (the Red Front Fighters League - RFB), was founded in a pub 

in the Davidstraße and Richard Krebs, a Communist sailor active in the harbour 
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during the early 1920s , describes how he would attend demonstrations with lead 

piping and stones ready to pelt the police.123 Political riots were regular 

occurrences, such as on May Day 1929124, and there was even an element of 

Syndicalism in the harbour, expressed through organisations such as the 

Allgemeine Arbeiter Union.125 

As the harbour economy was intrinsically reliant on global trade, the effects 

of the 1929 crash were felt more sharply in quarters like St. Pauli, where one in 

five men were employed as casual labourers, than elsewhere.126 In 1923, around 

28,000 worked in the docks, a figure that by 1933 had fallen to around 12,500127 

and as around seventy per cent of all jobs in the city were reliant on the harbour, 

unemployment affected all social classes. In January 1933, unemployment in 

Hamburg as a whole stood at 30 per cent, compared to 22 per cent nationally, and 

145 ships were lying empty in the harbour.128   

The turmoil caused by the depression pushed St. Pauli into further 

radicalism and the NSDAP first became active in the quarter in early 1927 when a 

„Kommando‟ group was formed to „demoralize and conquer the working class in 
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the very streets which made up their territory‟.129 From May 1928 to November 

1932 the Nazi vote in St. Pauli increased from 2.5 per cent to 23.3 per cent130 and 

street battles became commonplace, culminating in the „Altonaer Blutsonntag‟ 

(„Altona Bloody Sunday‟) on 17 June 1932 when 800 Communists, led by Krebs, 

attempted to prevent 6,000 Nazis holding a rally in a predominantly working class 

neighbourhood.131 Eighteen people were killed and more than 100 injured, mainly 

from police bullets.132  

 Following the Nazi assumption of power, some 2,400 Communists were 

arrested in Hamburg133 and one quarter of the harbour‟s registered casual 

labourers blacklisted.134 The ATSB was also banned and its members 

persecuted135, but despite this, small networks of opposition cells, such as the 

„Bästlein-Jacob-Abshagen-Gruppe‟ of 300 Communists, continued to operate in 

the harbour during the Third Reich, engaging in industrial sabotage and 
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clandestine activity such as filling ship engines with sand and providing foreign 

workers and Soviet POWs with food.136   

FC. St Pauli and the Third Reich 

The football establishment generally rushed to embrace the Nazis and on 19 April 

1933, two months before the Nazis introduced regulations forcing sports clubs to 

exclude non-Aryans, the DFB placed an article in Kicker magazine announcing 

that „members of the Jewish race, and persons who have turned out to be 

followers of the Marxist movement are deemed unacceptable‟.137 Clubs such as 

1.FC Nürnberg acted even earlier, expelling its Jewish members on 1 April 1933138 

and FC St. Pauli also adapted to the new regime with some ease. There is 

evidence that the club had begun to demonstrate a degree of sympathy towards 

the NSDAP before 1933, illustrated by the wording used in a pamphlet published 

by the club to commemorate its twentieth anniversary in 1930 that expressed the 

„hope that in the not too distant future, the German Volk will be united„ and that the 

club play its part in this „recovery.‟139 Such attitudes helped the club retain its 

independence during the 1930s despite Nazi plans to amalgamate a number of 

local clubs into a new club, „SV Hamburg-Mitte‟,140 and its favoured status was a 

factor behind the decision to allow the club to build a new, permanent club house 
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at Glacischaussee.141 It would also explain why former ATSB members joined SC 

Hansa 10/11, who still have links with the SPD, instead of FC St. Pauli.142  

 The closeness of the club to the regime was personified by the role played 

by two club functionaries, Wilhelm Koch and Otto Wolff. In 1931, the club selected 

Koch as President, a position he held until 1945 and then from 1947 to his death 

in 1969 whereupon the club renamed the Millerntor as the „Wilhelm-Koch-Stadion‟ 

in his honour. Koch was a conservative nationalist who had formed „Jugendwehr 

Nr. 7‟ in 1918 to prepare young members of HStPTV for life in the military and 

joined the NSDAP in July 1937.143 However, according to Frank Bajohr, Koch „was 

not an ideologically convinced Nazi, nor was he active in terms of party politics‟144 

and the club still had at least two Jewish members - Otto and Paul Lang - in their 

rugby section in 1934. Martens also states that it was „obvious that the club in 

1933 cared little whether someone was Jewish‟, contrasting FC St. Pauli with HSV 

who had expelled its Jewish members in October 1933.145 Nonetheless, Otto 

Wolff, who had played for the first team between 1925 and 1935, became one of 

the most important Nazi functionaries in Hamburg and from 1940 onwards was a 

„Gauwirtschaftsberater‟ (economic advisor), playing a pivotal role in confiscating 
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Jewish property and later organised forced labour at the Neuengamme 

Concentration Camp.146 In 1960, the club honoured Wolff with the „Goldenen 

Ehrennadel‟ for services to the club147 and whether this included his work at the 

club during the Third Reich has never been clarified.148 

 

 

Illustration One: Photograph of Wilhelm Koch, 1935. From René Martens, Wunder Gibt Es 
Immer Wieder; Die Geschichte des FC St. Pauli (Göttingen, 2007), 42. 

Post War Reconstruction and ‘Der Wunderelf’ 

The Allied bombing raids of July 1943 devastated Hamburg, killing some 35,000 

(compared to 60,595 deaths in Britain from bombing during the entire war), 
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injuring 125,000 and leaving over 800,000 homeless.149 Seventy-five per cent of 

the built up area of the city was destroyed including some eighty per cent of the 

harbour150 but the presence of two Flak Towers on Feldstraße meant that at the 

end of the War, two-thirds of buildings in St. Pauli were still standing.151 Whilst it 

took a decade for the harbour to handle the same volume of goods as before the 

war, St. Pauli directly benefited from the Federal Government‟s strategy of export 

led growth which required both a modern port and a modern merchant fleet. 

Similarly, such was the success of rebuilding the city‟s housing stock under Arthur 

Dähn that Hamburg „became a model for other cities on how to rebuild quickly‟ 

which was achieved through a refurbishment of bombed out buildings and the 

construction of new, out of town suburbs such as Lurup, Steilshoop and 

Mümmelmannsberg.152 

That it was able to achieve these gains was also due to the successful 

reintegration of the SPD to the political scene. In April 1945 the occupying British 

administration installed an SPD led provisional government that went on to 

dominate the Senate, providing every Mayor from 1945 to 1982 and winning 

outright majorities in the 1957, 1961, 1966, 1970 and 1978 elections. Hamburg‟s 

SPD also provided Helmut Schmidt as Federal Chancellor between 1974 and 

1982 and according to Hamburg‟s State Office for Political Education, both the 
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party and its affiliated trade unions played a crucial role in fostering parliamentary 

democracy not only in the city but throughout Germany itself.153 

The post-war reconstruction of FC St. Pauli was more complex. As the 

Heiligengeistfeld had been completely destroyed, in 1946 club members and 

supporters themselves cleared rubble and built a new Millerntor at Glacischaussee 

that held its first game, a friendly against FC Schalke 04, in front of 31,000 fans on 

17 November 1946. The following season the club resumed playing in the 

Oberliga Nord with a team dubbed „Die Wunderelf‟ („the Miracle Team‟) on 

account that they lost only three games in the 1947-48 season and led FC St. 

Pauli to the semi-finals of the National Championship rounds where they lost to 

eventual champions 1.FC Nürnberg.154  

 

Illustration Two: Photogaph of Club Members Rebuilding the Millerntor, 1946. From René 
Martens, Wunder Gibt Es Immer Wieder; Die Geschichte des FC St. Pauli (Göttingen, 
2007), 48. 
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Whilst Wilhelm Koch was reappointed as President in July 1947 after the 

British administration ruled that he was a „hanger on‟ rather than a „fellow traveller‟ 

of the Nazis, the fact remains that FC St. Pauli were one of the first clubs to 

reinstate a former Nazi in such a role.155 However, Martens argues that instead of 

showing a degree of sympathy for the regime, Koch‟s reappointment was a 

reflection of the members loyalty and their desire to continue the conservative 

traditions of the club. This was further exemplified in the fiftieth anniversary 

yearbook of 1960 that glorified the „spirit of 1914‟, „the idealism of the flag‟ and 

lauded the role of club official Max Pestorf who acted as bridge between „those on 

the frontline and home‟ during World War Two.156 

As the area around the Reeperbahn was relatively undamaged, St. Pauli 

was quickly rebuilt after the War, mainly due to the speculative efforts of Willi 

Bartels, the so called „King of St. Pauli‟ who built his fortune buying bombed out 

buildings and redeveloping them as bars, apartments, shops and brothels. During 

the 1950s the Reeperbahn began to be marketed as a tourist location, not only to 

help economic recovery but also as a way to promote Germany as an open and 

tolerant nation.157 The red light district, the bars and the flourishing music scene in 

St. Pauli were also at the forefront of the generational and social changes that 

occurred in post-war West Germany as the quarter„s liberal approach to sex and 
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nightlife provided space for youth culture to develop. Indeed, the quarter became 

„the cradle of English rock‟ as dozens of young Britons, most famously The 

Beatles, were enticed to the many clubs and bars offering them residencies 

unavailable at home.158 

The Decline of St. Pauli 

The downside was that by the late 1960s, St. Pauli had become a by-word for 

sleaze and cheap, furtive thrills, summed up in the thirty exploitation films made in 

the quarter between 1967 and 1972. With titles such as Die Engel von St.Pauli159 

and Fluchtweg St. Pauli-Großalarm für die Davidswache160, these used St. Pauli 

as shorthand for crime, poverty, prostitution and drugs. They also showed the 

quarter‟s physical decline, hastened by a depopulation caused by a flight to the 

suburbs and de-industrialisation as shipyards closed in the face of global 

competition and the number of ships unloading in St. Pauli declined as a result of 

containerisation. The Schliekerwerft yard was the first to close in 1962 followed by 

H.C. Stülcken in 1966 and in the same year the first container was unloaded, 

precipitating a change in employment structures in the docks. Similarly the number 

of inhabitants had declined from 31,000 in 1970 to 22,000 in 1985 and St. Pauli 

was increasingly a quarter of elderly people, immigrants and the very poorest 

members of the working class.161 The novelist Hubert Fichte catalogued the 

atmosphere in Wolli Indienfahrer, a series of interviews with prostitutes, pimps and 
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homosexuals that gave the sense that the quarter was a foreign country within 

Germany itself.162  

The combination of a declining population, smaller workforce and fewer 

ships precipitated a decline in income for the quarter. Horst Fascher, one time 

manager of the „Star Club‟ that hosted The Beatles before closing in 1969, 

commented that „ships used to spend an average of two to three weeks in 

Hamburg's port but containers unload their cargoes in hours rather than days, 

leaving no time for crews to have an extended run ashore‟.163  

The decline in the quarter was mirrored by a decline in the fortunes of FC 

St. Pauli. As „Die Wunderelf‟ retired or moved to other clubs during the 1950s, the 

club was gradually usurped by regional rivals such as Werder Bremen and VfL 

Osnabrück to the extent that when the Bundesliga - Germany‟s first national and 

professional league - was launched in 1963/64, FC St. Pauli were invited to join 

the Regionalliga Nord comprising teams from Niedersachsen, Schleswig-Holstein, 

Bremen and Hamburg. The club had also been forced to move to a new 32,000 

capacity stadium on the other side of the Heiligengeistfeld as their home at 

Glacischaussee had been demolished to make way for the 1963 International 

Horticultural Exhibition. However, this wasn‟t able to host its first game, a 6:0 win 

over Vfl Wolfsburg (with a side including Guy Acolatse, the first black professional 

footballer in Germany164) until 10 November as contractors had omitted to include 

drainage into the pitch, meaning the pitch was unplayable after heavy rain, forcing 
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the club to play home games at different grounds across the city.165 Whilst FC St. 

Pauli won the Regionalliga in 1964, it simply started a decade of inertia, as they 

regularly failed to progress past the promotion play-offs. In the period between 

1963/1964 and 1976/1977, the club won the Regionalliga five times and were 

second on a further three occasions, and only missed out on promotion to the 

Bundesliga in 1965/66 on goal difference.166 

Whilst FC St. Pauli were finally promoted to the Bundesliga in 1977 and 

enjoyed a famous 2:0 win over HSV at the Volksparkstadion, the club were quickly 

relegated after a single season and finished the 1970s in financial turmoil. As 

Hans Apel, former SPD Secretary of Defence and club member since 1947 said, 

„many Presidents were crooks who over a number of years falsely registered low 

attendance figures in order to pocket the difference‟ and by 1979 the club was 

DM2.7 million in debt.167 Gates had collapsed from an average of 13,776 in 

1977/78 to 2,396 the following season and consequently, the DFB withdrew the 

club‟s licence amid rumours of insolvency. FC St. Pauli were forced to start the 

1980s in the amateur regional Oberliga-Nord168 and although they won this in 

1981, the administrative changes caused by the creation of a new national Second 

Division meant that they were denied promotion. This would come in 1984 when 
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the team, built around young Hamburg born players such as Jürgen Gronau, 

Stefan Studer and André Golke collectively known as „Den Jungen Wilden‟, („the 

Young Savages‟) enjoyed a single season in the new, national 2.Bundesliga 

(Second Division) before slipping back to the regional league and promotion again 

in 1986.169 However, such was the state of the club that when Willi Reimann 

became coach in 1986, it did not even have a washing machine to launder the 

team‟s kits and eleven of the then 141 teams in the Oberliga had better 

attendances than FC St. Pauli.170 

 

Illustration Three: Photograph of FC St. Pauli versus Rot-Weiß Lüdenscheid, 26 November 
1978. Note the sparse crowd (1,500). From René Martens, Wunder Gibt es Immer Wieder 
(Göttingen, 2007), 113. 

 

Meanwhile, the onset of AIDS was accelerating the decline of the quarter. 

In the early 1980s more than a thousand prostitutes were working in St. Pauli but 
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fear of the disease decimated the industry, forcing landmark brothels such as Willi 

Bartels‟ Eros to close in 1988, and today Hamburg has fewer than four hundred 

registered prostitutes.171 As the sex industry declined, pimps and criminals moved 

into the drugs trade and arms trafficking, and in October 1982 a wave of shootings 

and contract killings began in the Kiez between the rival „GmbH‟ and „Nutella‟ 

gangs.172 The arrest of the main protagonist, the self styled „St. Pauli Killer‟ Werner 

Pinzner, and his subsequent suicide within police custody in July 1986, not only 

exposed the links between organised crime and local police officers173 but also led 

to a sense that crime was spiralling out of control and resulted in the SPD losing 

control of the Senate in November 1986.174 

The ‘Hamburger Kessel’…and Promotion 

Cumulatively then, by 1986 St. Pauli was a by-word for urban decay and crime. 

The quarter became the poorest in West Germany,175 and despite efforts to 

modernise the port and attract new industries, as the Lawaetz-Stiftung Foundation 

pointed out in 1996, whilst „the gross domestic product in Hamburg has risen by 
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about thirty per cent since 1981, the number of people employed is the same as 

1980‟176 meaning that whole sections of society, particularly those in the inner city 

quarters such as St. Pauli, were excluded from the labour market and not able to 

share the city‟s wealth. To add to the general air of decline, in April 1986 the club‟s 

Vice President, Horst Hempel, was arrested for fraud.177 

 On 8 June 1986, anti-nuclear demonstrators gathered on the 

Heiligengeistfeld to protest at being prevented by the police from joining a protest 

outside Brokdorf nuclear power plant in Schleswig-Holstein the day before. On the 

orders of SPD Interior Senator Rolf Lange, police encircled the crowd and 

detained 860 demonstrators in a „Kessel‟ operation lasting fourteen hours, the 

largest single detention in the history of the Federal Republic.178 At the same time, 

in the adjacent Millerntor, FC St. Pauli were beating ASC Schöppingen to win 

promotion back to the Second Division. Both FC St. Pauli and the quarter were 

about to change forever.
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Chapter 2 - The Rebirth of St. Pauli, 1986 - 1991 

‘Der Schwarze Block’ 

Although Chancellor Kohl defended the Kessel as a reaction against „provocation 

by criminals and anarchists‟,179 four days later on 12 June 1986 over 50,000180 

protestors gathered in Hamburg to demonstrate against what the „Frankfurter 

Rundschau‟ described as an „inhuman action unprecedented in the history of the 

Federal Republic‟.181  

Such anti-nuclear protestors were seen as a real threat to the stability of 

the Federal Republic. Protests had first emerged in 1975 against the planned 

construction of a nuclear power plant in Wyhl in Baden-Württemberg and had 

galvanised the remnants of the post-1968 Außerparlamentarische Opposition 

(Extra-parliamentary left - APO) that had been morally compromised by the 

terrorism of the Revolutionäre Zellen and the RAF. Similar protests in Kalkar 

(1976), Gorleben (1977), Brokdorf (1981) and Wackersdorf (1986) had attracted 

significant public support with, for instance, 20,000 occupying the Wyhl site 

(February 1975) and up to 140,000 marching in Hannover against Gorleben in 
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March 1979.182 As protests normally ended in violence, after simultaneous riots 

took place in Brokdorf and Wackersdorf in June 1986, Franz Josef Strauß, the 

Christlich-Soziale Union (Christian Social Union - CSU) Ministerpräsident of 

Bavaria, warned of an „impending civil war‟ caused by „violent anarchist criminals‟ 

who wanted to ferment chaos to encourage intervention by the Soviet Union.183 

Der Spiegel estimated that there were some 9,000 active anarchists in West 

Germany in 1986, comprising „street fighters, high school students, young 

alcoholics, unemployed drop outs and punks who want to fight the Bullizei‟184 who 

differed from other groups on the left in that their activists were younger and less 

concerned with traditional forms of political organisation and philosophy. George 

Katsiaficas makes the disctinction between such „Mollis‟, punks who were 

prepared to throw molotov cocktails, and „Müslis‟, older, former hippies who 

advocated non-violence, espoused ecological politics and organised community 

and educational activities.185  

Whereas Müslis dropped out of urban life, for example decamping to the 

protest villages near the proposed nuclear power sites, „Mollis‟ gravitated to the 

inner cities and had distanced themselves from „Graswurzelheinis‟ („grass roots 

idiots‟) as „Theoriescheißern‟ („theoretical shitheads‟) in favour of a do-it-yourself, 
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autonomous philosophy based on communal, squatted living.186 Their desire to 

provoke and create an event borrowed from Situationism, and their „uniform‟ of 

black jeans, black bomber jackets and balaclavas or motorcycle helmets not only 

made it hard for police to identify individuals but was deliberately designed to 

create an intimidating, homogeneous group. Given their willingness to use 

violence, the German media described these younger activists as the 

„Stahlkugelfraktion‟187 („the Steel Ball Group‟) and, after rioting by black clad 

youths in West Berlin in December 1980 against the eviction of squatters in 

Kreuzberg, increasingly used „Der Schwarze Block‟ („the Black Block‟) or 

„Autonomen‟ as shorthand to describe them.188 Whilst political violence was almost 

universally unpopular, there was evidence of some support for these anarchist 

groups in the anti-nuclear demonstrations; Der Spiegel for example claimed that 

local farmers in Wackersdorf handed out knives and filled empty drinks cans with 

sand to be used as missiles against the police.189  

‘Deutschland Muss Sterben … Damit Wir Leben Können’190 

An important factor in the development of the Autonomen was punk music. 

Emerging out of England and New York in the mid-to-late 1970s, punk was a 

„means of unleashing aggressive reaction against the dominant circumstances of 
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conformity and consumerism‟191 and whilst West Germany was slow to develop its 

own punk movement192, a nascent scene had emerged in Hamburg in 1977 

around local band „Big Balls and the Great White Idiot‟ who opened their debut LP 

with „I‟m A Punk‟ and covered the Sex Pistols‟ „Anarchy in the UK‟. The scene 

continued to develop around venues such as the „Markthalle‟, shops like 

„Konnekschen‟, and the „Weird System‟ record label that issued records by bands 

such as „Slime‟, „Razzia‟ and „The Buttocks‟, all of whom had taken a distinctly 

leftist stance in their lyrics.193 However, as this punk scene also attracted 

skinheads194, an „Antifaschistische Bündnis‟ („Anti-Fascist Alliance‟) emerged 

comprising members of the Hamburg based Kommunistischer Bund, the Deutsche 

Kommunistische Partei and various other Autonomous groups to take on the far 

right at venues and gigs.195 
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‘Den Jungen Wilden’ and the Hafenstraße  

Within Hamburg, the focal point for Autonomist activity was a group of run 

down, council owned apartment buildings located adjacent to the Elbe on 

Hafenstraße and Bernhard-Nocht-Straße. Left empty as they had been earmarked 

for demolition as part of a wider regeneration project along the waterfront, the 

buildings were first occupied during the autumn of 1981 and despite regular 

attempts at eviction, by the end of 1983 a „truce‟ had been agreed between 

residents and the then Mayor of Hamburg, Klaus von Dohnanyi, in which the 

presence of the squatters was acknowledged if not formally recognised. This led 

to an impasse where they were under the constant threat of eviction but allowed to 

remain, enabling them to develop their own public spaces such as „Onkel Otto‟s‟ 

bar, the „Störtebeker‟ music venue and „Volxküche‟ community canteen. 

Katsiaficas argues that „these eight houses gradually became the most significant 

focal point of the struggle waged by Autonomous movements in Europe‟ and by 

1986 around one hundred people were living in the squats.196 Unlike their 

counterparts in Berlin and elsewhere, who were often ex-students or of 

„respectable‟ working class origins, Katsiaficas claims the Hafenstraße „drew 

heavily from the lumpenproletariat‟ and the squats gained a notoriety for 

violence.197 However, tenants were a cross section of young people typically 

attracted by punk and the chance to create an alternative lifestyle. As one tenant 

said in 1991; „for me, the Hafenstraße is the only place I would like to live. Look at 
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yourselves. Here is a counter-culture, real living where we determine what we 

want‟.198 

There is no specific reason why residents of the Hafenstraße squats and 

other members of Hamburg‟s punk and Autonomen scenes began attending 

games at FC St. Pauli. There is certainly no evidence of a grand plan to take over 

the terraces; indeed football in the mid 1980s was seen by many on the left as a 

suspect activity. Olaf Dose, an FC St. Pauli fan since 1984 and one time 

Trotskyist, recalls that „anyone who watched football on television or in a stadium 

was as suspect as someone who goes into a brothel‟199 and Saturdays were 

meant to be given over to political discussions and demonstrations.200 In fact, it 

was the far right who had made significant inroads into terrace culture, with 

skinhead fans of HSV and Borussia Dortmund even attacking the Hafenstraße in 

December 1984.201 

A clue as to their motivation is given in Jürgens and Kirschneck‟s assertion 

that football became a „substitute activity for disillusioned activists‟.202 As „Frank‟, a 

resident of the Hafenstraße since 1985 puts it, „the left in Germany is built much 
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more around youth than in Italy or England‟203 and future figures in the 

development of FC St. Pauli, such as Sven Brux who moved to Hamburg to be 

part of the city‟s punk scene, came with a love of football.204 As Brux states, „I 

always liked football but thought that terrace culture in Germany in the 1980s was 

terrible. It was violence and full of fascists, and FC St. Pauli was a reaction against 

it.‟205 As he goes on: 

There was never any plan to take over the Millerntor. The people from 

the Hafenstraße and around them just started to go to the Millerntor 

stadium for the same reason as every single football fan everwhere: 

either to have a nice afternoon with friends and beer or to see a good 

footie match. Or both!206 

Consequently, during the first few games of the 1986/87 season, small 

numbers of around sixty members of Hamburg‟s Autonomen and punk scenes 

started to attend matches at the Millerntor.207 FC St. Pauli was ideal. Not only was 

the Millerntor less than a kilometre from the Hafenstraße, but the club also 

purported to be a representation of the run down quarter the Autonomen were 

making their own. In the words of defender (and now club trainer) André Trulsen, 

coach Willi Reimann wanted to develop an „alternative football‟ built on 
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„commitment, passion, fighting spirit and heart‟, to link the club with attributes 

normally associated with the Kiez.208 It also helped that FC St. Pauli were 

Hamburg‟s „underdog‟ team that was now gaining some success with limited 

resources. The „Young Savages‟ had secured promotion back to the Second 

Division in June 1986 and the return of Franz Gerber, a centre forward who had 

last played in the solitary season in the Bundesliga in 1977/78, also meant that the 

club drew its biggest crowd (13,200) for a decade when they played VfL 

Osnabrück on 24 August 1986. Nevertheless, despite other large gates against 

SV Darmstadt 98 (15,000) in April 1987 and SV Hannover 96 (17,000) in May 

1987, average attendances remained small. Between the 1980/81 and 1985/1986 

seasons, the average gate at the Millerntor was a mere 2,834209 and only tended 

to rise for important games. Consequently, there simply wasn‟t a critical mass of 

fans to object to the presence of these newcomers.  

Figure Two: FC St. Pauli’s Average Overall Attendances, 1963 - 1986 

  

Data taken from Bernd Carstensen, „Hundert Jahre Fahrstuhlfahrt: Die Chronik des FC 
St.Pauli...alle Spiele aller Toren’, pp 123 – 390. 
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The average FC St. Pauli fan of this time was typical working class and 

apolitical. Like most German clubs, there was a significant number of „Kutten‟, 

young, male rockers named after the sleeveless denim jackets adorned with club 

and band patches that were popular at the time. However, the Hamburger 

Abendblatt also estimated „at least one quarter‟ of fans at the Millerntor at this time 

were female.210  

 The most popular terrace at the Millerntor was the Nordkurve211, but given 

the lack of security fencing, fans would move between terraces during the game. 

In contrast, the Autonomen would congregate behind the manager‟s dug out on 

the Gegengerade, the eastern terrace that ran the length of the pitch and their 

punk clothing and haircuts made them highly visible, leading them to be similarly 

dubbed the „Schwarze Block‟.212 They were also signified by a Skull and 

Crossbones flag that three Hafenstraße tenants named „Mabuse‟, „Raupe‟ and 

„Stevie‟ had taken from the Volksküche to games213, and as Sven Brux states, the 

flag was intended to be provocative as it symbolised their rhetoric of „Arm Gegen 
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Reich‟ („Poor against Rich‟) or „Arbeiter gegen Pfeffersäcke‟ („Workers against 

Bosses‟).214
 There were then two distinct worlds represented at the Millerntor.  

According to Martens, over the course of the 1986/87 season, games at 

the Millerntor became „happenings‟ with the new fans acting as „Spaßguerilla‟ („fun 

guerrillas‟)215, using APO activist Fritz Teufel‟s tactics of sarcasm and irony to 

provoke and disrupt.216 In addition to the Skull and Crossbones, satirical chants 

based on slogans normally heard at demonstrations were aired for the first time 

during this season, such as „Nie wieder Faschismus! Nie wieder Krieg! Nie wieder 

3. Liga!‟ („Never again Fascism! Never again war! Never again the Third Division‟) 

and „Wer hat uns verraten? Sozialdemokraten! Wer verrät uns nie? Sankt Pauli!‟ 

(„Who are the betraying rats? Social Democrats! Whose betrayal we will never 

see? St. Pauli!‟).217 These chants were intended to provoke normal fans and 

political activists who thought that such slogans were sacrosanct218 and were 

supposed to be the „conscious antithesis‟ of those sung at other stadia.219 
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‘Hier Regiert Der HSV!’220 

The emerging „alternative‟ fan culture at the Millerntor was in stark contrast 

to that across the city at HSV. In November 1986, the two clubs met in the DFB-

Pokal for the first time since January 1978 and although it ended in an 

ignominious 0:6 defeat for FC St. Pauli, the real significance of this game was to 

highlight fundamental differences between the two sets of supporters.  

Historically, there was little animosity between the two clubs. During FC St. 

Pauli‟s spell in the Bundesliga in 1977/78, the Hamburger Abendblatt ran a survey 

that showed that less than two per cent of HSV fans „would refuse to attend a FC 

St. Pauli home game‟ and interviewed some HSV fans who had switched to FC St. 

Pauli in protest to the „circus‟ created by the signing of celebrity players such as 

Kevin Keegan.221 However whilst the number of hardcore neo-Nazis in Hamburg in 

1982 was estimated to be no more than thirty222, militant fascists such as Christian 

Worch and Michael Kühnen had reorganised their „Aktionsfront Nationaler 

Sozialisten‟ (Action Front of National Socialists - ANS) to target disaffected 

working class youth, including punks and football hooligans.223 Although the ANS 

was banned in November 1983, violent gangs of HSV supporters, such as the 

Kutten „Die Löwen‟ (based in Barmbek) had become Nazified and two-thirds of 

their sixty members were also members of far right groups.224 „Die Löwen‟ 
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fraternised with the skinhead „Savage Army‟ (based in Hamm) and both targetted 

Turks, the „Red Front‟, anarchists and squatters as enemies. In October 1982 

members of „Die Löwen‟ murdered Adrian Maleika, a sixteen year old Werder 

Bremen fan, the first such fatality in German football225, and on Christmas Eve, 

1985 Nazi skinheads randomly targeted and murdered Ramazan Avci, a Turkish 

resident of the city.226 

 As all the major clubs had problems with fascist hooligans during this 

period, such as the „Borussenfront‟ in Dortmund, led by neo-Nazi Siegfried 

Borchardt227, it would be an exaggeration to describe all HSV fans as right wing. 

Indeed the avowedly left wing punk band „Slime‟ had written a homage to „Block 

E‟, the very terrace where „Die Löwen‟ stood. Nonetheless, the propensity of HSV 

hooligans to sing SA songs, give the Nazi salute and wear NPD regalia228 led Der 

Spiegel to conclude that „football violence and the far right are especially 

interconnected on the West Stand of the Volksparkstadion‟.229 

 Ironically, FC St. Pauli were to benefit from HSV. Firstly, HSV‟s hostile 

atmosphere and out of town location pushed some fans towards the Millerntor 

which offered a more homely, down to earth experience. During the 1986/87 

season, the average gate at the Millerntor reached 8,126, a four fold increase on 
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the previous season‟s figure230 and Christian Goedeke, a contributor to the main 

FC St. Pauli fanzine Der Übersteiger was typical of many former HSV fans when 

he states: 

The 1980s were a time of hooligans and racist supporters. Some HSV fans 

were racist and some were real Nazis. „Die Löwen‟ for instance were made 

up of aggressive hooligans and criminals who not only fought supporters 

from other clubs but attacked HSV fans too. It was a very aggressive 

atmosphere in the West Stand. Many fans were always very drunk and for 

all these reasons not many fans went to the matches. Only a very few 

matches were sold out and I saw my last HSV game in 1983. This was not 

my world and for many years I didn‟t go to any football games. 

I first went to the Millerntor in 1974 when I was nine years old when my 

father, who worked in Hamburg, took me to see a game against HSV 

Barmbek-Uhlenhorst and we used to go and see the odd game over the next 

couple of years. I lost contact with the club after this time because we lived 

near Münster and the media in the seventies and eighties was not like today. 

I noticed the club again in 1987 when FC St. Pauli were promoted back to 

the Second Division and started to go to some matches. I liked it because it  

had a different atmosphere to other clubs and the fans were better, so I 

started to go to home and away games. I‟ve had a season ticket ever since I 

moved to Hamburg in 1991.231 
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‘Volker, Hör die Signale...’  

However, not all of the new fans at the Millerntor were disillusioned former HSV 

fans. Indeed HSV‟s average attendance increased from 18,000 to 22,000 during 

the 1986/87 season as they won the DFB-Pokal and came second in the 

Bundesliga.232 Instead, many were newcomers attracted by the new fan culture, 

the more „authentic‟ atmosphere of the Millerntor and the heroics of a small club 

succeeding with limited resources. Former HSV youth team players such as 

Stefan Studer, Thomas Hinz and André Golke and the rest of the „Young Savages‟ 

had caught the public‟s imagination as they followed the 0:6 humiliation by HSV 

with a twelve game unbeaten run and finished the 1986/87 season in third place, 

qualifying for the play offs against FC 08 Homburg. Losing the first leg 3:1, the 

return game at the Millerntor was a 18,500 sell out and as it was also broadcast 

live on RTL, thousands more across Germany who had never been to the 

Millerntor saw for themselves the essential ingredients of the „Kiezklub‟ myth; a 

technically limited but hard working team playing above themselves backed by a 

vociferous crowd offering unconditional support. As the team scored two late goals 

only to lose to an equally late Homburg winner, the game also reinforced the 

stereotype that the club, like the quarter, embodied the heroic loser. Accordingly, 

as FC St.Pauli became an „attractive distraction‟ for many on the left who 

perceived the club to be an underdog accustomed to failure, it offered another 

cause upon which they could project their hopes and aspirations.233 This was 

personified in the adulation shown to goalkeeper Volker Ippig.  
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 Born in 1963, Ippig made his debut against OSC Bremerhaven in 

September 1981. However, he took leave from the club during the 1983/84 and 

1985/86 seasons234 to do a variety of jobs, including working with disabled children 

and doing voluntary work in Nicaragua. On his return to Germany during the 

summer of 1986, he spent three months living in the Hafenstraße squats where he 

would be seen cycling to training and taking other players to parties at the 

squats.235 As a thoughtful, sensitive but ultimately average footballer who was 

sympathetic to progressive causes, Ippig was elevated to cult status, immortalised 

on a DIY T-shirt produced by fans with the words „Volker, Hör die Signale‟ („Volker, 

Hear the signals), a pun on the first line of „The Internationale‟ („Volker hört die 

Signale‟). Again as Christian Goedeke states: 

At the end of the 1980s FC St. Pauli was different because it was the first 

time that left and alternative people went to watch football and proved that 

you could celebrate the game in a different way. This meant not being racist 

or homophobic and not having a hooligan mentality. The only people that 

were targeted were Nazis and fans who sang racist songs, including some 

St. Pauli fans. Most of the Kutten accepted the new fans because they were 

amazed at all this attention and wanted to know more about who these new 

fans were.‟236
 

 An indication of the links being made between the „old‟ and „new‟ fans was 

their combined reaction to the violence that broke out inside the Millerntor caused 

by visiting Darmstadt 98 fans and British Royal Marines in October 1987. Both old 
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and new fans fought back, which led to tear gas being used within the ground and 

confrontations with the police down the Reeperbahn after the game. According to 

contemporary accounts, around one hundred St. Pauli fans were involved, 

including squatters from the Hafenstraße.237 

‘Modefans’ and ‘Zecken’. The Social Changes in St. Pauli 

However, not all of these new fans were political or former HSV fans looking for an 

alternative to the Volksparkstadion. As Helmut Schulte, who became team 

manager in November 1987, said: 

I can remember that when the „normal‟ Gegengerade turned into the 

„alternative‟ Gegengerade in around 1988, there were people who 

complained that it would have been better if it hadn‟t become fashionable 

and how wonderful it was when there were just 5,000 fans in the ground. 

OK, so the term „modefan‟ („fashionable fan‟) hadn‟t been invented at this 

time, but in retrospect it would describe very well what these fans wanted to 

be.238 

 The change in the composition of fans mirrored the social changes that 

were occurring in the quarter itself. The depopulation of St. Pauli and the decline 

in the sex industry had meant that there were a large number of vacant properties 

that could be squatted or rented cheaply, and during the course of the 1980s, a 

broad range of alternative youth, artists and students had moved into the quarter. 
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However unintended, the result was the gradual gentrification of St. Pauli. As Sven 

Brux states: 

If you look at Soho in London and parts of Berlin and New York, it‟s 

always the same. The former poor, working class areas became rotten 

and so young artists, musicians and students move in. They make it 

interesting because they open new bars and alternative shops and 

after that the yuppies move in and buy all the houses, renovate them 

and they sell them on at a profit. Of course those tenants who live 

there, well, they have to go.239 

 Around the Reeperbahn, Corny Littmann opened the „Schmidt Theatre‟ in 

August 1988 and clubs such as „Docks‟, „Mojo‟ and „Golden Pudel‟ followed soon 

after. Overall, the quarter became younger and fashionable, and as „new‟ St. Pauli 

was born, its football club was similarly reborn in this image. The Millerntor offered 

a space in which like minded people could congregate in the same way as they 

would in a club or bar, and as Stefan Schatz, one of the current co-ordinators of 

the St. Pauli Fanladen puts it: 

The Black Block was attractive for youth like us with a similar political 

interest. I went to one of the two Catholic schools in Hamburg, and it was 

very conservative. As we were very interested in left wing politics, the first 

thing that was big and attractive was to go to the Millerntor and meet other 

politically interested people.240 
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 Furthermore, as a predominantly working class sport, football offered a 

sense of authenticity and a direct link to the quarter‟s recent proletarian past. 

Consequently, the club became synonymous with both a sense of tradition and 

alternative, anti-establishment lifestyles, something that the club was inadvertently 

able to benefit from during the 1987/88 season. 

 Whereas the team finished the 1986/87 season as heroic losers, during 

1987/88 they were more consistent, winning nineteen of their thirty eight league 

games and went into their final game of the season, away at SSV Ulm 1846, 

needing a point to secure promotion to the Bundesliga. A goal in the twenty ninth 

minute by Dirk Zander meant that FC St. Pauli were elevated to the top division for 

only the second time in their history and only two years after they were playing in 

the amateur, regional league. 

 

Illustration Four: Photograph of FC St. Pauli fans at SSV Ulm 1846, 29 May 1988. Source: 
15 Jahre Fanladen (Hamburg, 2005), 226. 

 

 Whilst only 800 fans travelled from Hamburg to see the game241, some 

6,000 fans greeted the team on their return to Hamburg and Die Tageszeitung 
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described how the Reeperbahn was transformed into a river of „fans, punks and 

trendies‟ where „the punk in his leather jacket danced arm in arm with the lawyer in 

his Fiorucci blazer‟.242  

The Rebirth in Interest in German Football and its Effect on 

FC. St. Pauli 

Promotion to the Bundesliga coincided with a revival of interest in football in 

Germany. Throughout the 1980s, a combination of hooliganism, the widespread 

adoption of a physical style that contrasted with the flair of the 1970s (as former 

HSV player Johannes Ettmayer said at the time, „the players of today ... even their 

calves are calloused because they are tackling all the time‟243), domination by 

Bayern München244, an exodus of the nation‟s best players to Italy‟s Serie A and 

the success of Steffi Graf and Boris Becker in popularising tennis meant that by 

1985/86, average attendances in the Bundesliga fell to 17,600.245 In response, for 

the 1988/89 season, the DFB sold the rights to broadcast Bundesliga games to a 

private company, UFA, who in turn sold the rights to private channel RTL as well 

as the public networks ARD and ZDF.246 This led to the „creeping 

commercialisation‟247 of football, in which TV presenters were „not reporters but 
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entertainers. In other words, they were not merely following the games but selling 

them‟.248 

 FC St. Pauli‟s entry to the Bundesliga offered broadcasters a perfect 

gimmick; they were the „Kiezklub‟, the „alternative‟ club with fans who „added a 

dash of colour to the League‟ and whose stadium was „the brothel of the 

League‟.249 Consequently, as the Millerntor was always full of passionate but 

largely peaceful fans, the club became the „favourite child of the media‟.250 This is 

illustrated by an article in Der Spiegel from 10 October 1988 which, reporting their 

first win of season (a 2:1 victory over VfB Stuttgart), described FC St. Pauli fans 

as: 

Revolutionaries from the Hafenstraße and working girls, dope heads and 

 Managing Directors whose unshakeable loyalty is indestructible. Only 

 Schalke 04, in their better days, had a crowd that followed their team so 

 emotionally and unconditionally.251  

It went on to describe how: 
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The work in the 2:1 victory against VfB Stuttgart, with their football-

 sensitive aesthetes such as Karl Allgöwer and Jürgen Klinsmann, causes a 

 collective feeling of happiness that lasts until daybreak and which is 

 expressed in songs, toasts and fraternizations. After all, it is a triumph over 

 the upper classes.252 

 Compared to the „overpowering‟ HSV with „its endless parade of 

celebrities‟, FC St. Pauli offered „values that its rarefied rival from Rotherbaum 

cannot; cohesion, closeness, loyalty and solidarity with the team. St. Pauli fans are 

not consumers, but contributors‟.253 However as Malte Oberschelp observes, the 

„typical‟ FC St. Pauli fan was a creation of the sympathetic media who tended to 

focus on the newer fans rather than the „underprivileged old-school-hooligan with 

his greasy denim vest and restricted vocabulary‟. In other words, „week after week 

the wet dreams of private television became a reality‟.254 

 

                                                           

252
 Ibid., pp. 228-229. 

253
 Ibid., p. 229. 

254
 Cited in Martens, Wunder Gibt Es Immer Wieder, p. 12. 



70 

 

Illustration Five: Photograph of punks on the Gegengerade in 1988. From Tim Jürgens and 
Jens Kirschneck, „Die Kinder der Revolution‟, 11 Freunde, 74, (January 2008), 43. 

 Whilst the media may have promulgated the misconception that all FC St. 

Pauli fans were anarchist punks, the new fan culture at FC St. Pauli was more 

than a media creation. Firstly there was a huge increase in people attending 

games at the Millerntor. The club finished the 1988/89 season in the Bundesliga 

with a 5:1 defeat of Bayer 05 Uerdingen in a respectable tenth place, their highest 

position ever, and with an average gate of 20,909 only Borussia Dortmund, 

Bayern München and VfB Stuttgart could boast bigger crowds.255 Secondly, these 

fans were derided by other supporters as „Zecken‟ („parasites‟), not only for 

sponging off society but also for their unkempt, punk clothing.256 Thirdly, FC St. 

Pauli fans became targets for the far right, especially those who objected to the 

critical stance many had towards supporting the German national side, and on 21 

June 1988, following West Germany‟s defeat at the Volksparkstadion by Holland 

in the semi-final of the European Championships, three hundred hooligans 
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descended on the squatted houses on the Hafenstraße in a pre-ordained and 

organised attack that left sixty injured.257 Such violence was repeated the following 

month when hooligans from 1. FC Nürnberg teamed up with counterparts from 

HSV to target and beat up FC. St. Pauli fans258 and the Hafenstraße was attacked 

on a weekly basis for months afterwards.259 

‘St. Pauli Ja, Sport-Dome Nein’. 

Whilst the new, alternative fans boosted attendances at the Millerntor and gave 

the club a unique and highly recognisable image, their politics and worldview 

contrasted with the commercial aims of the club itself. At the beginning of the 

1987/88 season, FC St. Pauli proposed changing its name to „FC Deutscher Ring 

St. Pauli‟ after a local bank and had unsuccessfully lobbied the DFB to allow clubs 

to change or alter their names to incorporate sponsors.260 Furthermore, as the club 

started the 1988/89 season with DM3.8 million worth of debt, on 4 January 1989 

Club Vice President Heinz Weisener announced that the club was submitting 

plans to the Hamburg Senate seeking permission to transform the Millerntor into a 

DM500 million, 42,000 seat multi-purpose „Sport-Dome‟. Based on the Sky Dome 

in Toronto, it was envisaged that this new stadium with its hydraulic roof, 

retractable stands, ice hockey rink, swimming pool and underground parking for 
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4,000 cars would host a variety of sporting events and rock concerts.261 As the 

club would receive DM10 million from the builders in compensation for moving to 

the Volksparkstadion whilst the Sport-Dome was built, Weisener declared the 

plans would lead to the „economic independence‟ of the club.262 However, whilst 

construction of the Sport-Dome was to be privately funded, it would need to host 

200 sporting events each year to break even, so additional plans were made to 

incorporate a hotel and shopping mall to generate additional revenue. The stadium 

was to be built in stages, with the football element finished by 1992 and the entire 

complex ready to host the Deutsches Turnfest in 1994. As there „had been talk of 

building such a stadium in Hamburg for over forty years‟,263 the Sport-Dome was 

also meant to be part of the city‟s bid to host the 2004 Olympic Games.264  

 The announcement galvanised a number of the new fans in opposition to 

the plans. As Sven Brux explains: 

The real fan movement at St. Pauli started with plans to build the Sport-

Dome. At this time there was no connection between the supporters and the 

club‟s leadership and the membership. We were not members of the club 

like we are today. When these plans were published, we said we don‟t want 
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this modern, all seater ground and at this time there was still a big squatting 

movement so the political movement in the area, with all their experiences of 

demonstrations, was still there. So we said we don‟t want this and OK, we 

have to do something about this. As a lot of our people had this political 

experience, we said, OK we can do this, and then we started to make 

leaflets and we created a group against it, and this group was a mixture of 

football supporters and local people. We went to the media, saying that this 

would kill football culture and it is not good for the area.265  

 Consequently, a protest group was formed comprising football fans 

concerned about the transformation of their atmospheric ground into a soulless, 

commercial entity and residents worried about the impact the Sport-Dome would 

have on small shops, rents and the volume of traffic.266 Using the slogan „St. Pauli 

Ja, Sport-Dome Nein‟ („St. Pauli Yes, Sport-Dome No!‟), this coalition organised 

meetings, produced posters, held demonstrations and leafleted home games, 

reaching a climax when six thousand leaflets were produced for the home game 

against Karlsruher SC on 11 March 1989, asking home fans to remain silent for 

the first five minutes of the game. Again, according to Sven Brux: 

We made activities inside the ground, and I think it was the first time football 

supporters in Germany made political activities inside the football ground. 

For example, the biggest thing was the five minute silence at a home match 

against Karlsruhe. It lasted, I think, three and a half minutes, but as this has 

never been before, silence in a football ground, all the media were talking 
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about it. Then we made a demonstration in the streets, the first time that 

football supporters made a political demonstration. Around fifteen hundred 

turned up which was a very big number for this time. Finally all this was 

successful, and the Canadian investors said it was too much trouble, so we 

killed it and the project was dead. We had won.267 

As a result, on 6 April 1989, Club President Otto Paulick announced that it 

would abandon its plans because of the „massive resistance‟ it had provoked268 

which had „opened the board‟s eyes‟.269 Hans Apel also raised concerns that, 

should the club give up the Millerntor and the investors fail to deliver the new 

stadium, then the club would „end up with nothing‟.270 

 The protests were significant not only because they brought together fans, 

members of the local community and political activists in a mutually supportive 

way. Tactics learnt in street politics, particularly around attempts to stave off 

eviction from the Hafenstraße were applied for the first time within a football 

context and the very particular tactic of using silence showed an application of 

„block‟ methods to subvert the very terrace passion that the media used to 

stereotype the Millerntor. Furthermore, the demonstrations reinvigorated the 

relationship the quarter had with its club, meaning both the „old‟ community and 

more radical newcomers could both claim the successful protests as their own. 

Consequently, the real importance of the protests was to encourage the newer, 

politicised fans to further apply their politics within the fan milieu and at the height 
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of the protests against the Sport-Dome in February 1989, during the home game 

against Vfl Bochum these same fans launched a huge banner, supported by 

balloons, from the Gegengerade expressing solidarity with Palestinian prisoners 

on hunger strikers at the Ketziot detention camp.271 

The Millerntor Roar! 

Furthermore, as they had attempted, and failed, to get the club to publish their 

concerns regarding the Sport-Dome in the official match programme272 as well as 

to report on the maltreatment travelling fans had received at the hands of the 

Bavarian police when FC St. Pauli had played at Bayern München in May 1989273, 

these fans decided to launch their own magazine. As Iris Jensen states: 

Following the police treating us like criminals, we wanted to do something 

really special against it. We asked the club committee for a statement on this 

matter in the stadium newspaper, but the article got lost in some drawer 

somewhere. So we decided to make our own newspaper. That‟s how the 

Millerntor Roar! was born.274 

 Millerntor Roar! (MR!) was the first real application of the punk, DIY ethic to 

German football. As the mainstream media either ignored punk or dismissed its 

participants in negative, clichéd terms, fanzines had developed that acted as a 

samizdat form of communication between punk‟s small number of adherents. Self-
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produced on cheap typewriters and literally pasted together, fanzines used „the 

freedom they gained from being excluded from the media to say whatever was on 

their mind, without worrying about censorship, editorial lines, subbing and 

deadlines‟.275 Or as the first UK punk fanzine, Mark Perry‟s Sniffin’ Glue put it, 

„don‟t be satisfied with what we write. Go out and start your own fanzines‟.276 

Therefore punk was more than fashionable rebellion against established forms of 

expression and consumption; it promulgated the belief that one could create an 

alternative culture outside of the hegemonic mainstream.  

 During the mid 1980s, British football fans, many of whom who had been 

involved in punk scene, started to produce their own fanzines in reaction to the 

banal or negative way that football was covered in the mainstream press. British 

fanzines such as The End and When Saturday Comes277, were also critical of the 

game‟s ruling elite and were a direct inspiration for the fans who had been 

involved in the Sport-Dome. The first edition of MR! consisting of sixteen 

photocopied pages with a print run of 1,000, was produced in a squat in 

Davidstraße for the home game against Werder Bremen on 29 July 1989. As Sven 

Brux recalls: 

We were very proud of our success against the Sport-Dome and we thought 

we could change something. Some of us had experiences of punk fanzines 

so we applied this to football. Millerntor Roar! was not the first German 

fanzine. There had been other fanzines before but they were nearly all 
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hooligan or right wing fanzines with a small print run. They weren‟t done in a 

professional way, just writing about „and then I went to this match and I had 

a fight with him, I drank beer, I went home and I pissed in the corner‟ and 

nothing else. We saw When Saturday Comes, and we liked their ironic 

way.278 

 

Illustration Six: Millerntor Roar! Number Eight, August 1990. From René Martens, Niemand 
Siegt Am Millerntor, (Göttingen, 2007), 123. 

Like When Saturday Comes, MR! was cosmopolitan in outlook and included 

reports on away games, interviews, information on the club and a broad review of 
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the fan scenes at other clubs in Germany and throughout Europe. It was highly 

satirical, with regular columns such as the „Most Hated People In The League‟.279 

MR!‟s sub-heading of „Fans, Fussball, Viertel‟ also meant that it offered articles on 

local, national and international politics featuring, for example, articles on heroin 

use in Hamburg and football policing.280 Space was also given over for 

Hafenstraße residents to air their political views and Issue Twelve launched a 

campaign in support of the squats after local courts cancelled the contracts 

between residents and the local authority. Under the slogan „Hamburg ohne 

Hafenstraße ist wie Bundesliga ohne FC St. Pauli‟ („Hamburg without the 

Hafenstraße is like the Bundesliga without FC St. Pauli‟), the campaign attracted 

the support of not just fans, but also functionaries and players from the club.281  
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Illustration Seven: Photograph of FC St. Pauli Players outside the Hafenstraße squats, 
circa 1991. From René Martens, Wunder Gibt Es Immer Wieder, (Göttingen, 2007), 151. 

 

However, MR! wasn‟t intended to preach to the converted. Again, as Sven 

Brux states: 

We wanted our fanzine to create a new football culture and Millerntor Roar! 

was a way of getting in contact with all other football supporters, not just the 

black dressed, Hafenstraße people. We get more and more contacts with 

normal football supporters, and it was a time of a lot of things changing at St. 

Pauli.282 
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 By its third edition, MR! was selling 3,600 copies283 and over the course of 

the next twenty nine editions, became the largest selling football fanzine in 

Germany, enabling its core messages to reach a new audience.284 As Mathar 

summarises, MR! was „both the megaphone and engine of the new fan movement. 

Not coincidentally, all the actions that contributed towards FC St. Pauli fans 

becoming known throughout Germany occurred during its lifetime.‟285 Die 

Tageszeitung also described it as „the most convincing football paper in the 

country‟.286 

‘FC St. Pauli stands for the Educational and International 

Culture of Sport’ 

A lasting legacy of MR! was the campaign it led to counter racist chanting and 

nationalist slogans. Despite the influx of disillusioned HSV fans and the emerging 

alternative fan culture, a small number of far right fans gathered around the 

„United‟ Fan Club on the Nordkurve and conducted racist chanting and displayed 

nationalist insignia such as the Imperial War Flag. As Sven Brux states: 

Right wing fans were a problem. Mainly in the north end of the ground there 

were old supporters who were there longer than us but we were growing and 
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they were not. Of course it was a small scene, so we had contacts with 

them, finally we said, no, we don‟t accept these flags, this sticker, this Nazi 

shit.287 

In August 1989 the abuse directed at 1. FC Nürnberg‟s Senegalese forward 

Souleyman Sané prompted MR! to produce leaflets calling for action against racist 

chanting, slogans and symbols. Opening with the statement that „FC St. Pauli 

stands for the educational and international culture of sport‟, it demanded the club 

and DFB take measures to eradicate such behaviour. Whilst it took until the 

autumn of 1991 for the club to formally ban racist chants and nationalist banners 

in the stadium, MR!‟s action was the first of its type in German football288 and 

significantly convinced Kutten Fan Clubs such as „Heilige Geister‟, „Tornado‟ and 

„Millerntor‟ and all the first team players to join the campaign.289 As Volker Ippig 

explains, „many of us had A-levels, so we were quite an intelligent group of players 

which was reflected in our commitment‟290 and players like Ippig and Peter Knäbel 

actively co-operated with the MR!, often meeting fans in the Clubheim, the small 

bar under the Gegengerade, after home matches. André Trulsen remembers 

„there was kind of a drinking clique of five, six players, who were regulars and 

drank with friendly fans‟,291 and such fraternisation demonstrated the close ties 

such „Kiezkickers‟ had with their supporters. As Hans Apel stated, „the club 

presents itself as a living organism and for many young people acts as a surrogate 
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family‟292 and in 1988, Otto Paulick described FC St. Pauli as „football with a 

heart‟.293 Such links helped to promulgate the image of the club, like the quarter, 

as being down to earth and indifferent to the relative riches of the Bundesliga. 

Paradoxically, the worse the team performed, the more fans celebrated with the 

players.294 Such celebrations reinforced the way FC St. Pauli had become 

synonymous with an idealistic view of football and underlined the ironic, self-

effacing terrace culture the alternative fans had created. 

The Creation of the Fanladen 

As the club benefitted from these links, it also encouraged them. Sven Brux points 

to the role played by Christian Hinzpeter, a young lawyer and Vice President of the 

club who „was open to new ideas and working with the fans‟295 and sympathetic to 

the creation of a „Fan Project‟ similar to that created at HSV in 1983 to deal with 

hooliganism and delinquency amongst HSV fans.296 In October 1989, a portakabin 

was installed behind the Nordkurve and Sven Brux asked to establish and run the 

project. To preserve the independence of the fan scene, it was also agreed that 

both Brux and the Fan Project would be „outside‟ of the club and that it would not 

interfere with its activities. As Brux states: 
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So we had the fanzine, then we had a point to meet where everyone could 

go in, and more and more people came because we had started to organise 

trips to away games. This had not been done before so there was a public 

point where everyone could go and get a train ticket for Köln or whatever. 297 

Despite being in the Bundesliga, few fans travelled from Hamburg to away 

games. For instance only seventeen FC St. Pauli fans attended the away game at 

SV Waldhof Mannheim on 2 June 1989298 and even as late as autumn 1990 there 

were still only eight registered fan clubs, meaning that travel was largely done via 

word of mouth contacts or through the small ads sections of local newspapers.299 

However by offering away tickets and organising travel, the Fan Project gave fans 

the opportunity to travel together as a block and the first organised trip, to Bayer 

04 Leverkusen on 3 November 1989, attracted sixty supporters.300 Over the 

course of subsequent away trips, the alternative fans became more prominent, 

mingling with the more traditional fans and becoming a highly visible symbol of the 

club at grounds throughout West Germany, They also used the opportunity of long 

train journeys to discuss politics. As Brux recalls: 

So we infiltrated the normal football supporters with this service thing - come 

to us, you get the ticket for the train very cheap and, look here, you can have 

stickers against the Nazis. We started to create the first T-shirts because the 

normal merchandising at this time was nothing. So we made all this skull 

and crossbones and all these things the kids wanted to have. Of course it 
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was a small scene, so we had contacts with them (racist fans): then we said, 

no, we don‟t accept these flags, this sticker, this Nazi shit, but we did it in 

what I think was a good way, because on all these long train journeys to 

away matches we talked a lot and we set out our agenda and we said we 

don‟t accept this but we didn‟t kill them! (laughs). So we said it‟s your choice 

and on all these long train journeys we had good discussions with them 

when they talk in a friendly manner just drinking beer. „Oh yeah, all the 

foreigners they steal our working places‟ and we asked them „why do you 

say this, it‟s not right because it‟s not the foreigner stealing your job it‟s the 

fucking government‟, and so we got some of these people on our side who 

understood; and as to the rest, who don‟t want to understand and who are 

still right wing, there was a split. And we said, so, you don‟t want to 

understand, so we fucking kill you bastard! (laughs).301 

 The success of the Fan Project was such that it quickly outgrew its 

temporary premises, and on 15 February 1990 the „Fanladen‟ was opened in 

Thadenstraße. This not only acted as a focal point for the alternative fan scene 

and a place where the MR! group could meet, but was a place to buy alternative 

merchandise. The most enduring of these were black Skull and Crossbones T-

shirts with „St. Pauli‟ written underneath (deliberately designed to link the club and 

the quarter) and a letraset sticker of a fist smashing into a swastika inscribed with 

„St. Pauli Fans Gegen Rechts‟ („St. Pauli Fans Against Nazis‟). By 2001 2.3 million 

of these stickers had been sold and distributed and such merchandising helped 

finance the Fanladen, securing its independent status.302 
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Illustration Eight: Photograph of Sven Brux outside the Fanladen, circa 1989: From Tim 
Jürgens and Jens Kirschneck, „Die Kinder der Revolution‟, 11 Freunde, 74, January 2008, 
39. 

St. Pauli Fans Gegen Rechts! 

However there was still tension between the old and new fans. A poster posing the 

question „Politik in unserem Stadion? Nein Danke‟ („Politics in Our Stadium? No 

Thanks‟) appeared on trees and walls around the Millerntor, to which MR! 

responded that „football was as apolitical as the production of an atomic bomb‟.303 

Frictions came to a head on 8 July 1990 when members of the „United‟ Fan Club, 

who had been watching Germany‟s victory in the World Cup final, attacked the 

Fanladen. As Sven Brux remembers: 

After the final, they attacked our pub together with HSV fans. They were in 

one group with Hamburg supporters. Of course we saw and we said, OK you 

bastards, you are not strong enough to do this alone, you need fucking 
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German hooligans to attack us. So we attacked their pub a couple of days 

later and we got rid of them.304 

 This incident effectively marked the end of the first phase of the 

development of the alternative fan culture at the Millerntor as from then on, the 

terraces were free of organised far right elements. Nonetheless, the unification of 

German football after 1990305 meant that FC St. Pauli fans became a target for 

East German hooligans who had developed their own violent, far right subculture 

during the 1980s at clubs such as BFC Dynamo Berlin306
, and for the first game of 

the 1990/91 season away at Hertha BSC Berlin there were concerns that travelling 

fans would be attacked. However, for members of Berlin‟s own alternative and 

squatting scene, the match was an opportunity demonstrate what Der Übersteiger 

ironically described as „international solidarity‟.307 Around 350 Berliners assembled 

at Kreuzberg‟s Kottbusser Tor to join the 5,000 FC St. Pauli fans in the Olympic 

stadium in one of the first instances where large numbers of FC St. Pauli fans 

came from the local area rather than Hamburg. Whilst Brux states that many of 

these „fans‟ had never even been inside a stadium before and simply adopted FC 
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St. Pauli as they believed it too embodied their own political ideals308, it did 

demonstrate the attractiveness of the political fan culture.  

 Fearing that Hertha hooligans would cause trouble at the Millerntor, the 

club switched the return fixture on 5 March 1991 to the Volksparkstadion. Yet 

given the fear that HSV fans would also attack FC St. Pauli fans en route to the 

game, MR! persuaded the club to open the Gegengerade and organised a „Fan 

Demo Party‟ where commentary on the game was transmitted over the stadium‟s 

tannoy and fans acted as if the game was being played in front of them. This was 

the first time that fans had simultaneously boycotted and attended a game, and 

certainly the first where they persuaded the club to open the stadium for them to 

organise their own event, leading Bild to describe it as an „unique‟ event in 

German football history.309 

FC St. Pauli Fans Begin to Change German Football Culture 

Throughout the 1990/91 season, the MR! organised more protests and 

campaigns, in particular against the DFB‟s proposals to increase the number of 

seats within the stadium and to give the police more surveillance powers which 

had been used against FC St. Pauli fans who had travelled away to VfL Bochum in 

May 1991. During the game, the ball was kicked into the crowd, and as was 

custom, FC St. Pauli fans hid the ball shouting „Unsere! Unsere!‟ („Ours!, Ours!‟) 

en masse. Local police then went into the crowd to retrieve the ball and some 

months later, the Fanladen received a summons from the State Prosecutors office 

asking them to identify the culprits from photographs taken by CCTV and 
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denounce them to the police.310 Similarly for the derby game against HSV at the 

Volksparkstadion in June 1991, fans from both clubs produced and handed out a 

joint leaflet decrying fans as „second class citizens‟ and paraded banners 

protesting against all seater stadiums.311 The real significance of this activity was 

that MR! had succeeded in encouraging fans to engage in wider politics. This was 

best exemplified in the creation of a „Fußball Block‟, which, in a reversal of the 

appearance of the „Schwarze Block‟ throughout the 1986/87 season, appeared at 

political demonstrations in support of the Hafenstraße throughout February.312  

Relegation from the Bundesliga 

Despite a famous victory over Bayern München in the Olympic Stadium in March 

1991, injuries to key players like Ivo Knofliczek and Peter Knäbel meant that FC 

St. Pauli won only two more games and finished the season third from bottom, 

placing them in the relegation play-offs against Stuttgarter Kickers. After the home 

and away legs finished in 1:1 draws, a third game was played in neutral 

Gelsenkirchen and of the 17,000 in the ground, 15,000 travelled from Hamburg.  A 

3:1 defeat meant FC St. Pauli and its fans were relegated back to the 2. 

Bundesliga Nord. As the Hamburger Abendblatt put it: 

Over the past three years the fans of FC St. Pauli were able to see close 

up what makes football so adorable, fascinating and exciting. Their 

inspiring atmosphere, which could not leave anybody unimpressed, the 
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self-sacrificing fight of the underdogs against the larger teams and - most 

beautifully of all - the victory of David against Goliath (i.e Bayern).  

However, in the end, Goliath turned out to be the giant and St. Pauli the 

dwarf. And the Kiezclub, which wanted to remain faithful to its quarter, lost 

its struggle against the football establishment.  

FC St. Pauli‟s relegation, which saw an outburst of emotion from fans, 

players and club officials was bound to happen. FC St. Pauli lived with the 

dangerous illusion that it was possible to be different. That fans and 

players were an extended family who valued familial warmth over win 

bonuses and who turned their home into a fortress. But hard work will only 

get you so far; in this case it was only good enough for three years.  

Relegation is a huge blow for the club and its President Heinz Weisener, 

and it has come exactly at the time when they were trying to run the club in 

a more professional manner but without losing the credibility of the fans. 

Relegation is not only a sporting blow, but one which will mean that the 

club will have to consolidate its finances. We hope that St. Pauli won't have 

to pay too heavily for having lived the dream.313 

                                                           

313
 „St. Pauli Weint‟, Hamburger Abendblatt, 1 July 2009, p. 2. [consulted at 

http://80.237.193.200:8000/article.php?xmlurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f199
1%2fxml%2f19910701xml%2fhabxml910709_029.xml&pdfurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.3
7%2fha%2f1991%2fpdf%2f19910701.pdf%2fASV_HAB_19910701_HA_002.pdf (1 June 
2009)]. 

http://80.237.193.200:8000/article.php?xmlurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fxml%2f19910701xml%2fhabxml910709_029.xml&pdfurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fpdf%2f19910701.pdf%2fASV_HAB_19910701_HA_002.pdf
http://80.237.193.200:8000/article.php?xmlurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fxml%2f19910701xml%2fhabxml910709_029.xml&pdfurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fpdf%2f19910701.pdf%2fASV_HAB_19910701_HA_002.pdf
http://80.237.193.200:8000/article.php?xmlurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fxml%2f19910701xml%2fhabxml910709_029.xml&pdfurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fpdf%2f19910701.pdf%2fASV_HAB_19910701_HA_002.pdf
http://80.237.193.200:8000/article.php?xmlurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fxml%2f19910701xml%2fhabxml910709_029.xml&pdfurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fpdf%2f19910701.pdf%2fASV_HAB_19910701_HA_002.pdf
http://80.237.193.200:8000/article.php?xmlurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fxml%2f19910701xml%2fhabxml910709_029.xml&pdfurl=http%3a%2f%2f87.230.59.37%2fha%2f1991%2fpdf%2f19910701.pdf%2fASV_HAB_19910701_HA_002.pdf


90 

Conclusion - ‘The Revolution is Just a T-Shirt Away’
314

 

Despite team manager Herbert Liedtke‟s boast that FC St. Pauli „are not just the 

pike in the fishpond, we are the piranhas. We will eat anything‟,315 relegation was 

followed by four years in the Second Division. After spells in the Bundesliga 

between 1995 and 1997, and again in 2001/2002, the club has spent the 

intervening years largely in the Second Division but slipped into the Regionalliga 

Nord between 2003 and 2006. Finishing the 2002/2003 season with debts of €1.9 

million, the club only avoided relegation to the amateur Oberliga thanks to the sale 

of its youth academy and „Retter‟ campaign that involved selling specially 

commissioned T-shirts, a benefit match against Bayern München, the „Saufen für 

St. Pauli‟ („Booze for St. Pauli‟) bar initiative and cultural events at the Millerntor. 

The club finished last season (2008/09 season) in eighth place in the 

2.Bundesliga. 

  Consequently, in sporting terms, FC St. Pauli are just another relatively 

unremarkable Second Division side and the club, now presided over by theatre 

impresario Corny Littmann, is as guilty of alienating its fans as any other. As Der 

Übersteiger put it in 2004: 

The expulsion of (landlady) Brigitte Meyer from the Clubheim, categorising 

fans as „good‟  and „evil‟, the introduction of arbitrary stadium bans, the lack 

of business sense, having even less of an idea about football, making 
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mistake after mistake and surrounding yourself with incompetent allies: 

Littmann‟s tenure as President and Chair of management positions at FC 

St. Pauli emphasizes once again, the otherness of this club; but 

unfortunately in the worst possible way.316  

 However the real significance of FC St. Pauli remains off the field and the 

tangible contribution their fans have made to post-war German culture.  

 The most obvious of these has been to reinvigorate a far left tradition that, 

despite the rise of the Greens, the presence of former radicals in national 

government and the success of the women‟s movement, was morally 

compromised by a descent into violence and terrorism during the 1970s. To quote 

Marx, „men make their own history, but they do not make it just as they please; 

they do not make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under 

circumstances directly encountered, given and transmitted from the past‟,317 and 

as we have seen, St. Pauli itself has a long history of radicalism of which the 

squatters and alternatives were the latest incarnation. Whilst their initial reason for 

moving into the quarter may have been its availability of empty buildings, these 

alternatives were able to adopt and revive its „outsider‟ status and as we have 

seen, begin the long term embourgeoisement of the quarter. 

 By creating a football culture in their own image, they were also able to 

convey elements of their core philosophy, namely anti-fascism, community 

integration and scepticism of elites, to a wider audience. Whilst there was no 

grand plan from the outset to achieve this, the events between 1986 and 1991 can 
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be seen as a successful application of the Bürgerinitiativen (Citizen‟s Initiative) 

tactics that emerged in the 1970s to campaign on single, local issues. The 

success in stopping the Sport-Dome and the encouragement it gave the same 

activists to broaden their overall aims and apply the „agitprop‟ methods they had 

learnt from street politics and the punk movement is the most obvious 

manifestation of this. Whilst at times this faced opposition from other fans and 

from the club itself, the result is that FC St. Pauli is now a paradigm for alternative 

fans throughout Europe. As Sven Brux puts it, the fans provide a „nationwide 

signal to alternative people that there is an alternative possibility for watching 

football, with no homophobia, sexism or racism‟.318 Hendrik Lüttmer, another 

former co-ordinator of the Fanladen goes further when he says that „all 

progressive football fans feel somehow drawn to our club. We are the only 

German club with a national fanbase‟,319 and there are now over 200 registered 

fan clubs, including groups in Spain, Denmark, Holland, Sweden and the UK. 

There are also more formal „Freundschaft‟ („friendship‟) links with fans from clubs 

such as Glasgow Celtic, Standard Liège and Hapoel Tel Aviv, all of whom also 

have groups of organised, politicised fans and who regularly attend each others 

games. 

 The Die Linke politician Gregor Gysi also described FC St. Pauli „as a 

living example of solidarity‟320 and this culture has also extended to rival clubs. 

Forty four German clubs now have their own „Fan Projects‟ and whilst some pre-
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date the St. Pauli Fanladen, none are as overtly political. Also, the anti-fascist and 

anti-racist stance taken by FC St. Pauli fans is now the norm within German 

football rather than the exception. As Sven Brux states: 

 In the late 1980s we had many discussions with other supporters and club 

 members on why we are against the right, why it is necessary to make 

 „St.Pauli Fans Gegen  Nazis‟ stickers. The people were saying, like other 

 clubs are still saying today, we don‟t want to have politics in the football 

 stadium. This is absolutely not a question now. Now we are talking about 

 how much commercial things we accept in the football ground, and how to 

 fight against football authorities. The debate over whether to fight the Nazis 

 is over. It is now only how to fight them.321 

 Compared to the 1980s when football was infiltrated by the neo-Nazis, only 

a small minority of clubs, such as Hansa Rostock and Chemnitzer FC, have a 

significant far right fan culture and all Bundesliga clubs have now officially banned 

racist chanting within their stadiums. That German football has acknowledged and 

largely eradicated fascism from its terraces is clearly the most important legacy of 

these alternative FC St. Pauli fans and as Christos Figas from BAFF states, „it is 

no longer conceivable today that an entire fan scene would spout right-wing trash 

and act accordingly without being confronted with any resistance‟.322 This was 

demonstrated in November 2008 when a small group of Werder Bremen neo-

Nazis tried to confront other left wing Bremen fans during an away game at Vfl 

Bochum  
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Illustration Nine: Anti-Fascist German Football Stickers (from Author‟s Own Collection). 



95 

but were first confronted, then forcibly ejected by these fans.323 Other campaigns 

led by FC St. Pauli fans, such as that to preserve standing areas have also been 

successful in that redeveloped stadia in Hamburg, Nuremburg and Gelsenkirchen 

all retained terraced areas in defiance of UEFA regulations. 

 Although FC St.Pauli‟s fans are an important part of the post 1968 German 

left, they are also the products of a quarter with a highly politicised history and 

strong sense of identity. By being positioned on the left and in opposition to the 

SPD hegemony of both the Senate and the city‟s labour movement, both the 

Autonomen and active fans are in this sense the inheritors of the quarter‟s radical 

milieu that included Communist dockworkers and „lumpen‟ dockside communities. 

However by using football rather than politics as their vehicle, the fans succeeded 

in both promulgating their core political message to a new audience and 

reinvigorating the image of St. Pauli as a quarter of „outsiders.‟ That the media 

took an interest in the club and its fans and reduced their core message to clichéd 

terms also helped to raise their profile and create a virtuous circle of interest. 

Consequently, by linking politics to popular culture, to paraphrase Eva Kolinsky‟s 

explanation for the success of the German Greens, this small segment helped 

revitalise protest that had been „blunted by consensus politics‟.324  

 However, given the almost inevitable factionalism of the far left, Sven Brux 

describes the demise of MR! in terms of the very same differences between 

„Fundis‟ and „Realos‟ that split the Greens throughout the 1980s, and the 
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subsequent history of both sets of FC St. Pauli activists is a difference between 

those who are prepared to compromise with institutions and those who seek to 

work around them. For instance, echoing Rudi Dutschke‟s call for a „long march 

through the institutions‟,325 in 1996, a group of fans disgruntled at manager Uli 

Maslo became club members and formed „Die Arbeitsgemeinschaft interessierter 

Mitglieder‟ („Association of Interested Members‟ - AGiM) to use committee 

membership and participation within the structures of the club as a way of 

changing it the inside. As the formation of AGiM coincided with a DFB directive 

that each professional club install a monitoring body („Aufsichstrat‟) and redraft 

their internal statutes, AGiM were able to take advantage of FC St. Pauli‟s 

incompetence in applying these changes by convincing them that they should 

have a say in overseeing these statutes. Therefore, AGiM very quickly achieved 

the right for all supporters groups to have a say in how the club is run and in 

October 1998, succeeded in having the stadium renamed from the „Wilhelm-Koch-

Stadion‟ to the „Stadion am Millerntor‟ and starting an official review into the club‟s 

activities during the Third Reich. AGiM‟s Tatjana Groeteke became Club Secretary 

in 2000 and in January 2001 the club became the first to contribute to a national 

fund to compensate Nazi-era slave labourers, even though the club did not use 

them itself. As Tatjana Groeteke said, „we are taking part in the fund and support it 

out of solidarity and responsibility for the German history‟.326 However the limits of 

this approach have been exposed under the current Chairmanship of Corny 

Littmann who, whilst outwardly epitomising St. Pauli (Littmann is a homosexual 
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theatre impresario who has been in the area since the 1980s), is largely derided 

by the active fans for, amongst other things, his removal of Groeteke as club 

secretary in December 2002 and attempts to undermine the voice of the fans, 

whether they be „Realos‟ working within the club or the more sceptical „Fundis‟ on 

the terraces.327 

 Nonetheless by reinvigorating the terrace culture at the club, the alternative 

fans renewed the links between club and quarter. Whilst FC St. Pauli began life as 

a middle class club, the success of the „Wunderelf‟ immediately after World War 

Two created a strong association between FC St. Pauli and the local populace. 

Deindustrialisation and the flight to the suburbs, together with lack of success and 

the dominance of HSV have since then reduced the club‟s support to a small, very 

localised milieu. However, the arrival of punks and autonomists, and then those 

seeking an alternative fan culture in their own image - fun loving, ironic and 

political - reinterpreted these links for a whole new audience. Not for nothing was 

the Fanladen‟s emblematic Skull and Crossbones T-shirt emblazoned with „St. 

Pauli‟ rather than „FC St. Pauli‟, as the rebellious nature of the quarter and its fans 

were intended to be interwined and the club itself adopted the symbol in the 

2001/2002 season, giving it prominent display on the collars of the first team‟s kit. 

That many of those who have moved into the quarter and support the club are 

from outside of Hamburg, or indeed do not live in Hamburg at all, only serves to 

reinforce these links, as „der Kiez‟ is now seen in even more romantic terms as an 

ideally tolerant, open and bohemian quarter as much as its tradional image of a 

quarter of nefarious delights with a traditional, solid working class population. That 

the fan culture can be so „alternative‟ because the club is grounded in „tradition„ is 

an interesting paradox. 
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 Whilst St. Pauli is for many a concept as much as a practical reality, the 

Millerntor, together with the 500 or so pubs, bars and restaurants within a ten 

minute walk are important spaces where the links between club, quarter, fans and 

residents are renewed. Culture, as defined by Clifford Geertz, is „a system of 

inherited conceptions expressed in symbolic forms by means of which people 

communicate, perpetuate, and develop their knowledge about and attitudes 

toward life‟328 and the function of culture is to impose meaning on the world and 

make it understandable. For its fans, FC St. Pauli provides a space where one can 

feel part of a larger movement as well as a forum where political ideas are shared 

and promulgated. For example, the new Südkurve now houses the „Ultrà Sankt 

Pauli‟, a group of around 100 active fans largely aged between 17 and 25 who 

take their lead from the Italian fan scene and act as a choreographed, self 

contained block. In many respects the Ultràs are the successors of the active fans 

of the 1980s; they produce their own fanzine (La Gazzetta D’Ultrà), are active 

participants in Hamburg street politics and an integral part of the „Alerta Network‟, 

a European wide anti-fascist network. As they also invite asylum seekers to attend 

games and regularly meet in the Fanladen, these links are clear. 
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Illustration Ten: Photograph of Ultrà Sankt Pauli forming Black Block, 15 December 2008. 
[consulted at http://alerta.bplaced.net/wordpress/?cat=11 (10 August 2009)]. 

 In conclusion, FC St. Pauli has proven to be an interesting footnote in the 

development of post war German identity and culture. Their fans have shown that 

a small number of dedicated activists, however inadvertently, can alter institutions 

and create a vehicle in which their political ideals are taken to a wider audience. It 

also shows just what a highly marketable commodity rebellion is, not only in terms 

of money, but in status and image. Both the quarter, with its bars, clubs and 

desirable mix of the seedy and bohemian, and the club with its exploitation of the 

Skull and Crossbones „brand‟ that has placed it amongst the top ten most 

commercially successful clubs in Germany329, have been fundamentally reshaped 

in the image of these active fans.  
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Postscript 

But what of the original active fans? According to Sven Brux: 

Some are dead, some have settled down with families, but a lot of people 

are still there who, whilst they may now sit in the Haupttribüne and have 

reverted to being normal fans, still participate in events when the occasion 

demands it.330  

In the first week of October 2008 for instance, many of these travelled to 

Rostock to confront neo-Nazi supporters and took part in demonstrations in 

Hamburg against the celebration of German reunification.331 However, given the 

commercialisation of their symbols and lifestyles, some have left the Millerntor 

altogether, preferring instead to congregate at nearby Altona 93. Indeed, their 

Adolf-Jäger-Kampfbahn has a „Zeckenhügel‟ („Parasite Hill‟) and a „Black Block‟ 

congregate on their Gegengerade. It surely is more than accidental that one of the 

regulars at Altona 93 is the same „Mabuse‟ who first introduced the Skull and 

Crossbones to the Millerntor.332
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